
Public Affairs 5800:
Governing the End of the Nature?

Environmental Policy in the Anthropocene
Spring 2021

3 Credits

Instructor

Dr. Christopher Rea
Email: rea.115 [at] osu [dot] edu
Office: 350R Page Hall (all meetings and office hours held via Zoom)
Office Hours: By appointment - email me!

A prefatory note on format

Given the uncertainty surrounding course delivery in Spring 2021, this course is presented
in a hybrid format, with one day each week taught in-person and a second “day” taught
asynchronously online. Depending on University policy and feedback from the JGC UGCC
and GCC committees, the course could be transitioned to fully online (with the same
synchronous-asynchronous split) or fully in-person (with the asynchronous content taught
synchronously in-person).

Time and Location

Time: Wednesday 12:45-2:05 (+ asynchronous content)
Physical Location: Journalism Building 251
Online location: https://tinyurl.com/xxxxxxxx1

Course Overview

Nature is in trouble - and, therefore, so are we. In 2018, the UN warned that without rapid
interventions, we can expect to see “robust differences in regional climate characteristics”
not far in the future, but within 10 to 30 years or so - well within the lifetime of most OSU
students.2 Residents of the Gulf of Mexico or the West Coast of the United States, where
hurricanes and wildfires seem to have grown fiercer and fiercer, will insist that those changes
are not even one year off: they’re here now.

1Full url for online meeting: https://osu.zoom.us/...
2IPCC. (2018). Global warming of 1.5 ◦C. United Nations Environment Programme
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The scope and severity of ecological challenges only grows as we begin to consider other
dimensions of environmental change. Global forecasts suggest that by 2050, between
25 million and a staggering 1 billion people will resettle because of changes in climate.3

Ecologists from around the world estimate that an almost unfathomable 1 million plant and
animal species are threatened with extinction4 - about 1 in 9 of all species on the planet.5

In 2020, the novel coronavirus, itself an outgrowth of intricate human linkages with nature,
shined a spotlight on the health effects of systemic racism in the United States - patterns
that map closely onto racially and economically uneven exposures to toxic pollution and
the availability of things like clean air and water.6 From our individual health to planetary
ecology, every aspect of our lives is linked to the environment - and taken as a whole, many
patterns of environmental change are unjust and alarming.

The question is, what to do?

This course provides upper-level undergraduate and beginning graduate students with an
advanced introduction to the many challenges of governing human relationships with nature
at a time when people themselves seem to have become a force for planetary change. The
approach is both sociological and policy-oriented; it introduces young social scientists,
policy scholars, and natural scientists alike to broadly sociological, historical, political,
and economic ways of understanding environmental problems. As apart from a relatively
narrow focus on a specific area of environmental concern (e.g. energy policy, conservation,
water quality, forestry), the course provides a broad-based foundation in social-scientific,
humanistic, and policy-relevant thinking about human relationships with nature. At the core,
the course aims to cultivate the kind of creative, thoughtful, and innovative social-ecological
thought that is badly needed in a world where people are among the most significant sources
of environmental change, and where the future of planetary ecology rests in our collective
hands.

Learning Goals and Objectives

This course is organized around three broad learning objectives, which loosely correspond
to both the progression of the course content and the depth of the thinking we will use to
interrogate the topics we study.

1. At the most basic level, advanced undergraduates and graduate students will come
away with an overview of some of the most pressing environmental challenges of our
time - species and habitat loss, global warming, toxic pollution, environmental injustice
and racism - and a basic sense of many of the policy tools presently available for
addressing those problems. The course has a distinctively U.S. bias, but cross-national

3International Organization for Migration. (2014). IOM outlook on migration, environment and climate
change. International Organization for Migration

4IPBES. (2019). Summary for policymakers of the global assessment report on biodiversity and ecosystem
services of the intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services (advance
unedited version) (S. Dıaz, J. Settele, & E. Brondızio, Eds.). IPBES Secretariat

5Mora, C., Tittensor, D. P., Adl, S., Simpson, A. G., & Worm, B. (2011). How many species are there
on earth and in the ocean? PLoS biology, 9 (8)

6Bagley, K. (2020). Connecting the dots between environmental injustice and the coronavirus. Yale
Environment 360
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comparison and non-U.S. cases will also be touched upon.

2. At a deeper level, students will begin to understand the social, political, and economic
dynamics that undergird these environmental challenges. In the process, students
will become familiar with basic accounts of environmental policymaking so as to
better understand how and why environmental policy evolves and changes as it does,
which includes understanding why “solving” environmental problems has proved so
challenging.

3. At the most fundamental level, deeply engaged students will lay an intellectual
foundation for thinking through how the environment, on the one hand, and
environmental policy, on the other, are deeply bound up in each other: how
people not only depend upon and impact the biophysical environment, but how our
understandings of what “the environment” is in the first place shapes our interactions
with it, our policy response to those environmental problems, and our reactions to
those political and ecological interventions. In short, the most engaged students will
finish the semester with a foundation for social-ecological thinking.

The course is thus both deeply practical and also theoretical: it gives students the rudiments
of what they need to know to begin deeper study of particular environmental policies in all
their technical detail, and also the broad-based intellectual tools to begin to think through
environmental problems as a social scientist and a humanist would, situating environmental
problems in the broader social and historical context they are always embedded within.

Glenn College Undergraduate Degree Goals

This course contributes to all Glenn College learning goals and objectives related to
foundational knowledge in public affairs; competencies in management, leadership, and
policy analysis; and developing an appreciation for multiple perspectives in public affairs.7

In particular, it contributes to students’ ability to:

• Examine governmental, financial, economic, legal, and political institutions, and
systems that constitute the public and nonprofit sectors (Standard 1.1);

• Describe and explain public sector policy making and administrative processes
(Standard 1.2);

• Define and address problems in the public and/or nonprofit sectors using analytical
tools (Standard 2.1);

• Communicate effectively via written, oral, and electronic methods in public and/or
nonprofit sectors (Standard 2.2);

• Appreciate the diversity and interdisciplinary nature of public affairs (Standard 3.1);

• Appreciate individual and group differences in perspectives, backgrounds, interests,
and needs (Standard 3.2).

7Cited standards refer to Glenn College standards across both Bachelor of Science in Public Policy
Analysis and Bachelor of Arts in Public Management, Leadership, and Policy.
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Glenn College Master’s Degree Goals

This course contributes to all Glenn College Master’s-level curriculum goals,8 with a
particular focus on students’ ability to:

• Participate in and contribute to the policy process (Standard 5.1.2);

• Analyze, synthesize, think critically, solve problems and make decisions (Standard
5.1.3)

• Articulate and apply a public service perspective (Standard 5.1.4);

• Integrate, synthesize, and apply knowledge across the curriculum in a professional
public service context (Standards 5.2, 5.1.3, 5.1.2).

Course Materials

There are no required texts for this course. All readings and supplemental materials will be
posted on Carmen, are freely available online, or will otherwise be distributed to students.

Course Format and Workflow

This is a hybrid course, delivered in both online and in-person formats. All synchronous
(Wednesday) sessions will be held in-person and online simultaneously and, unless otherwise
noted, will not be recorded or made available outside of the appointed class time. Attendance
is required (see below), but students may elect to attend class in-person or online.

Asynchronous content delivered online-only will generally be made available on or before
Friday afternoon (i.e. when in-person class would normally be held). Asynchronous materials
and any associated assignments should be fully engaged with and complete by the following
Tuesday evening at 5:00 pm, when papers and homework are due. On Wednesdays, during
our synchronous sessions, we will elaborate and discuss the asynchronous content and
student reflections upon it. The weekly workflow is thus best conceptualized as moving
from Thursday-to-Thursday (see chart next page).

If at any time the course moves fully online, this format will continue uninterrupted, granting
the possibility for minor changes to synchronous session format. (E.g. moving to a fully
asynchronous format, or half the class meeting at a time, for half the class period, to better
facilitate synchronous discussion.)

Thursday
Asynchronous lesson content posted online by evening. Weekly
homework posted shortly thereafter.

Friday
Engage with asynchronous, online content at your leisure; think about
its linkages to earlier course content and how it relates to your pending
homework or other assignment, due on Tuesday evening.

Monday
Further engage with and reflect upon asynchronous content. Begin
homework or other assignments, if you have not already.

8Cited standards refer to national accreditation standards.
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Tuesday
Finish any homework and assignemnts. Submit homework or other
assignments via Carmen by 5:00 pm.

Wednesday

Synchronous discussion. We will elaborate any finer points of the
asynchronous content in our discussion/lecture and, in both smaller
groups and as a whole class, we will discuss related ideas and concepts.
Student insights from homework and papers are key: these will be
centerpieces of our synchronous discussions.

Assessments and Grade Categories

Attendance - 10% of final grade

Regular attendance is required for all synchronous (i.e. Tuesday) sessions, either in person
or online. Each class will begin or end with a roll-call and/or check-in question to earn
attendance credit. You may miss class up to two classes for any reason at all. Further
absences require documentation to be excused. If you cannot attend a class session for any
reason, it is your responsibility to notify me beforehand and to make arrangements with a
fellow student to make-up work and/or obtain class notes.

Reflection Memos - 40% of final grade (8 @ 5%)

On most weeks, you will have to complete a short reflection memo. For undergraduate
students, these assignments will consist of brief reflections, usually linking either a personal
experience or a policy area of central importance to you to core themes recently discussed
in class. For graduate students, reflection memos will more often require putting several
readings and concepts in conversation with each other (see Graduate Supplement). There
will be nine reflection memos assigned but only eight will “count”; the lowest grade will be
dropped. Reflection memos must be completed on Carmen. Prompts will generally be posted
by Sunday evening and will be due the following Wednesday at 5:00 pm. This deadline is
firm; turning memos in on Wednesday evening is required in order for me to have enough
time to read your assignments and incorporate your insights in our Thursday discussion. No
late reflection memos will be graded.

Midterm Exam - 20% of final grade

The midterm exam covers all material up to the date of the exam. Questions will be an array
of multiple choice, short answer, and short essay and will cover both conceptual content (e.g.
theories of policy change; accounts of human relationships with nature) and fundamentals of
major environmental policies (e.g. features and effects of the National Environmental Policy
Act in U.S. environmental politics and policy). The midterm will be delivered online-only
and must be taken to pass the course.

Congressional Testimony (final assessment) - 30% of final grade

The final assessment for this course will be a mock congressional hearing. Each student will
take on the role of either Congressperson or expert witness; grades will be based on three
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components: 10% for draft testimony or related materials submitted prior to the date of
the hearing; 10% for final written testimony or related materials submitted the day of the
hearing; and 10% for oral, in-person performance in the mock hearing itself.9 To preview,
the purpose of the hearing will be to educate Congress and bring public attention to issues of
critical environmental concern with the goal of improving public policy. At stake will be $50
billion over five years in initial public funding for a newly legislated National Institute for
Socio-Environmental Sustainability (NISES), dedicated to advancing public knowledge and
human wellbeing through indefinitely enduring human relationships with the natural world.
Expert witnesses will be called to 1) suggest important areas of new research or ideas that
should be considered in allocating the NISES budget; 2) explain why these considerations
matter in relation to historical/current examples; and 3) provide well-informed warnings
about potential hazards, policy problems, or deadends for research or funding that should
be addressed or avoided. As with the midterm, the testimony must be completed to pass
the course.

Graduate Students

Your homework, midterm, and testimony assignments will generally require deeper and more
synthetic analysis, weaving together ideas from multiple readings to form more complex
arguments or arrive at more nuanced conclusions, with explicit links to policy relevance or
research. See Graduate Supplement.

Grading

In general, numerical grades will be translated into letter grades as follows:

A+: n/a B+: 88.0-89.9 C+: 78.0-79.9 D+: 68.0-69.9 E: <60
A: 93.0-100 B: 83.0-87.9 C: 73.0-77.9 D: 60.0-67.9
A-: 90.0-92.9 B- 80.0-82.9 C- 70.0-72.9

Formally, numerical grades are rounded to the nearest 10th of a percent. Thus, a 92.96 is
rounded up to 93.0 (an A); 92.94 is rounded down to 92.9 (an A-). Grades ending in 0.05
(e.g. 92.95) are rounded up.

Keep in mind, however, that numerical calculations are, in fact, only guidelines; their
apparent precision obscures the incredibly subjective work that all teachers do in translating
actual written work into numeric (or other) values. (Social scientists call this reification:
making something abstract and often subjective more concrete or “real.”) Thus, all final
grade assignments are made at the sole discretion of the instructor. Don’t worry: this
generally works to the benefit of students. I will never grade punitively. I will always strive
to use grades as an indicator of the level of hard work, rigor, thoughtfulness, and insight

9Logistics and the timing of the hearing will depend upon the enrollment of the course. If the course
attracts 20 or fewer students, we will hold a single hearing during the scheduled final exam slot for the course.
If the course has an enrollment between 21 and 40, we will split the course into two hearing groups and
students will sign up for hearing times early-on in the semester. If the course has an enrollment of greater
than 40, we will have no choice but to drop the mock testimony itself and collapse the assignment into an
entirely written form.
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that you demonstrate in your assignments and assessments.

If at any time for any reason you feel like you have been graded unfairly or incorrectly,
please reach out to me. I am always happy to discuss grades and, if warranted, to change
them—although I reserve the right revise grades in any direction, up or down!

Graduate Students

The expectations for grading are higher if you are taking the course at the graduate level.
Subjectively, earning an “A” at the graduate-level will require deeper engagement and
more thoughtful, well-reasoned work. Objectively, it will require bringing in insights from
additional graduate-level reading material that compliments reading material assigned to all
students. See Graduate Supplement.

Communication

I will send class-wide communications through the “Announcements” tool in Carmen. Please
check your notification preferences (http://go.osu.edu/canvas-notifications) to be sure you
receive these messages.

To contact me directly, please email me at my OSU email address (listed on the first
page of this document). I may not always see your messages if you contact me through
CarmenCanvas. I may be slow in replying to your messages; please be patient and follow-up
with a gentle reminder if I do not respond within 24 hours during the work week or by
Monday morning if you contacted me after 5 pm on Friday.

Technology

Both in-person and online elements of this class will require the use of supporting
technologies. These requirements are listed below.

Hardware

Please bring a laptop, tablet, or smartphone to every synchronous, in person class. For both
in-person and online content, all assignments and check-ins will be submitted electronically;
without a computer or smart device, you will not be able to fully participate in class. Please
contact me if this poses hardship for you and we can make alternative arrangements. Of
course, please use your devices courteously and thoughtfully while in class. If you must take
a phone call, step out of the room so that you do not disturb the rest of the class.

Participation in online components of this course will additionally require:

1. a Mac or PC computer with a current operating system (e.g. OSX or Windows 10)
and high-speed internet connection;

2. a built-in or external webcam, fully installed and tested;

3. a built-in or external microphone;
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4. a second mobile device (smartphone or tablet) to use for BuckeyePass authentication.
(See CarmenCanvas Access below.)

Software

You will need access to a word processor for this course. All Ohio State students are now
eligible for free Microsoft Office 365. Visit the installing Office 365 help article for full
instructions.

Additionally, you will need to be able to use Zoom on your device. Formally, this does not
require downloading the Zoom app, but particularly if using Zoom via your tablet or smart
phone, you will find the app easier to navigate. I recommend downloading that software.

CarmenCanvas Access

You will need to use BuckeyePass (buckeyepass.osu.edu) multi-factor authentication to access
this and all your courses in Carmen. To ensure that you are able to connect to Carmen at
all times, I recommended that you do each of the following:

• Register multiple devices in case something happens to your primary device. Visit the
BuckeyePass - Adding a Device (go.osu.edu/add-device) help article for step-by-step
instructions.

• Request passcodes to keep as a backup authentication option. When you see the Duo
login screen on your computer, click Enter a Passcode and then click the Text me new
codes button that appears. This will text you ten passcodes good for 365 days that
can each be used once.

• Install the Duo Mobile application (go.osu.edu/install-duo) on all of your registered
devices for the ability to generate one-time codes in the event that you lose cell, data,
or Wi-Fi service.

Technology Skills

In order to be successful in this course, and particularly its online components, you will need:

• Basic computer and web-browsing skills;

• Familiarity with navigating CarmenCanvas (go.osu.edu/canvasstudent);

• The capacity to engage in CarmenZoom virtual meetings (go.osu.edu/zoom-meetings);

• And you may need to learn how to record a slide presentation with
audio narration, including editing and uploading video for your classmates
(go.osu.edu/video-assignment-guide).

Technology Support

For help with your password, university email, CarmenCanvas, or any other technology
issues, questions or requests, contact the IT Service Desk, which offers 24-hour support,
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seven days a week. You can reach the IT Service Desk on the web at go.osu.edu/it, by phone
at 614-688-4357 (HELP), and by email at servicedesk@osu.edu.

Digital Flagship

Digital Flagship is a student success initiative aimed at helping you build digital skills for
both college and career. This includes offering an engaging collection of digital tools and
supportive learning experiences, university-wide opportunities to learn to code, and a Design
Lab to explore digital design and app development. Digital Flagship resources available
to help Ohio State students include on-demand tutorials, The Digital Flagship Handbook
(your guide for all things tech-related), workshops and events, one-on-one tech consultations
with a peer or Digital Flagship staff member, and more. To learn more about how Digital
Flagship can help you use technology in your courses and grow your digital skills, visit
go.osu.edu/dfresources.

Digital Privacy

Remember that the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) protects all
meetings held in CarmenZoom that include course content or student information. Please see
this CarmenZoom privacy link to learn more. Video and audio recordings of class lectures
may be part of classroom activity—I will notify you if they are. These video and audio
recording are for educational use/purposes only and may be made available to all students
presently enrolled in the course. These recordings may not be published or disseminated for
any other purpose or to any other parties.

Glenn College Diversity Values Statement

The Glenn College is committed to nurturing a diverse and inclusive environment for our
students, faculty, staff, and guests that celebrates the fundamental value and dignity of
everyone by recognizing differences and supporting individuality. We are dedicated to
creating a safe space and promoting civil discourse that acknowledges and embraces diverse
perspectives on issues and challenges that affect our community.

Discourse and Respect in the Classroom and Beyond

Public affairs is an area life and work where differences of opinion, often grounded in deeply
held personal beliefs and senses of self, are almost certain to surface in discussion, in the
classroom and far beyond, sometimes at work and often at home or in other informal settings.
While the intricacies of environmental politics and policy may not seem prone to eliciting
highly sensitive topics, including those grounded in personal identities, we will address these
issues—indeed, we must confront topics like racism, in particular, to get a wholistic sense of
environmental politics and policy.

With this in mind, remember that it is always your responsibility to try to think carefully
before you speak, so that you are sure to share your ideas in ways that are not belittling
and that absolutely respect others’ dignity and humanity. This applies to me as much as
it applies to you. If I or another person in class says something that you find
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offensive, hurtful, or otherwise harmful, even in minor ways, please point this
out. There are a number of ways you can do this:

1. Speak up in class! You are absolutely welcome to bring up your concerns directly,
in the moment, in class. I continuously strive to create a welcoming space for deep
and thoughtful intellectual engagement; calling out (or calling “in”) transgressions and
problematic thinking is 100% part of that process!

2. Speak to me after class. We can discuss the situation and brainstorm a way to move
forward. Possibilities include: scheduling a meeting for the students involved, writing
a letter, taking class time to process the incident, or another process that you feel
comfortable with. You can opt to remain anonymous to your peers throughout this
process.

3. Speak with your Glenn College advisor or another mentor who may provide helpful
next steps and can communicate with me (the instructor) about your concerns. You
can opt to remain anonymous to me and your peers throughout this process.

Given that our interactions and discussion are embedded in a place of learning, I also
encourage you to practice the skill of assuming positive intent on the part of others—at
least as much as you reasonably can. This means, barring direct attacks, trying your best
to assume that people are at least attempting to honor the dignity and humanity of others
and are not trying to offend or inflict harm—that, in short, their words are well-intended,
even if what they say is (in your experience) misguided, offensive, or harmful. To reiterate,
you are absolutely within your rights to point out this offensiveness or harm, but—if you
can—practice doing so in ways that are not themselves belittling or dehumanizing. I truly
appreciate your efforts to this end; I recognize that being forgiving and compassionate in
this way can be extremely difficult and may, at times, be unreasonable to ask.

Note that because of nature of the content we will discuss at various points in the semester,
I cannot unilaterally promise that our class will always be a “safe space,” insomuch as
troubling and triggering ideas or topics may come up, sometimes unpredictably. As much
as possible, I will try to provide advance warning of difficult and sensitive topics. Please
take care of yourself when we are discussing or otherwise thinking about these sensitive
issues, or when someone says something that you find harmful. You may leave the room
at anytime if you feel the need to. You can also debrief with a friend, contact a Sexual
Violence Support Coordinator at 614-292-1111, or contact Counseling and Consultation
Services at 614-292-5766. If you feel unsafe, disrespected, or discriminated against for any
reason, please inform me (the instructor), the TA, or another faculty or staff member you
feel comfortable speaking with. We will work to resolve the issue as thoughtfully as possible.
As the instructor, and per the Glenn College Diversity Values Statement above, my goal is
always to “celebrate the fundamental value and dignity of everyone in the classroom”—and
to do so in service of deep, critical, and wide-ranging intellectual engagement with the ideas
and content we are studying.
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Late Work and Missed Exams

In general, late work is not accepted and exams cannot be made-up. I understand that life
can take unexpected twists and turns, especially in the context of the global coronavirus
pandemic, and I also know that you may need some flexibility to manage unforeseen
challenges as they arise. Please talk to me about unique or trying circumstances; I will
always do my best to be reasonable and fair to you and to your classmates.

If extenuating and unforeseeable circumstances do prevent you from completing a major
assignment on-time, or make it impossible for you to sit for the midterm exam or the final
congressional testimony, then you must contact me as soon as possible, ideally before the
due/exam date and absolutely no more than 48 hours after the due/exam date. Generally,
grades for late assignments will be reduced by 1

3
(A to A-; A- to B+; and so on) for each

day they are late.

To be clear, planned and easily foreseeable events, like weddings, religious holidays (when
not disclosed in advance; see below), conferences, or the requirements of other courses are
not excuses for missing major assignments or exams. All major assignments must be
competed to pass this course. If you cannot take the midterm exam or participate
in the final assessment, do not take this course.

Religious Holidays

Absence can be excused for religious observances and students can reschedule without penalty
examinations and additional required class work that may fall on religious holidays. These
arrangements should be made as far in advance as possible, but at a minimum, 48 hours in
advance. Assignments, quizzes, or exams missed due to a religious observance will not be
excused if a student does not provide the instructor with 48 hours of advance notice. As
long as advance notice is give, however, all reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate
religious conflicts with exam/due dates.

Academic Misconduct

The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect
that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct and
that all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and
honesty. Failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of
Student Conduct may constitute “Academic Misconduct.” Sanctions for the misconduct
could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University.

The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct, Section 3335-23-04 defines academic
misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the
University, or subvert the educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include
(but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the
work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination.
Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for
academic misconduct.
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Student Accommodations

The University strives to make all learning experiences as accessible

as possible. If you anticipate or experience academic barriers based

on your disability (including mental health, chronic or temporary

medical conditions), please let me (the instructor) know immediately

so that we can privately discuss options for supporting your learning

and success. To establish reasonable accommodations, I may request

that you register with Student Life Disability Services (SLDS). After

registration, make arrangements with me as soon as possible to

discuss your accommodations so that they may be implemented in a

timely fashion. In light of the current pandemic, students

seeking to request COVID-19-related accommodations

may do so through the university’s request process,10

also managed by Student Life Disability Services.

SLDS contact information:

slds@osu.edu
614-292-3307
slds.osu.edu
098 Baker Hall,
113 W. 12th Avenue.

Writing Assistance

The Writing Center is a key resource for writing assistance. The following is from their
website (https://cstw.osu.edu/students): The Writing Center works “one-one-one with
undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, and staff at Ohio State on writing projects.
Writing consultants are able to review writing at any stage, from brainstorming to a
final draft, as well as help with non-paper assignments such as presentations, blogs, etc.”
Consultants are available by appointment online.

Library Assistance

The Glenn College has a dedicated librarian at OSU Libraries, Carly Dearborn (dearborn
[dot] 8 [at] osu [dot] edu), who can help provide research assistance. For more information
and links to public affairs resources, see https://guides.osu.edu/pubaffairs.

10https://slds.osu.edu/covid-19-info/covid-related-accommodation-requests/
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Health and Safety Requirements

All students, faculty and staff are required to comply with and stay up to date on
all university safety and health guidance (https://safeandhealthy.osu.edu), which includes
wearing a face mask in any indoor or outdoor space and maintaining a safe physical distance
at all times. Non-compliance will result in a warning first, and disciplinary actions will be
taken for repeated offenses.

Our collective—and your individual—health is paramount. Please do everything in your
power to ensure you, your loved ones, and all your classmates and colleagues remain safe
and healthy throughout the semester, and well beyond.

Mental Health Statement

As a student you may experience a range of issues that can cause barriers to learning, such as
strained relationships, increased anxiety, alcohol/drug problems, feeling down or depressed,
difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. These mental health concerns or stressful
events may lead to diminished academic performance or reduce your ability to participate
in daily activities.

The Ohio State University offers services to assist you with addressing these and other
concerns you may be experiencing. If you or someone you know is suffering from any of
the aforementioned conditions, you can learn more about the broad range of confidential
mental health services available on campus via the Office of Student Life Counseling and
Consultation Services (CCS) by visiting http://ccs.osu.edu or calling 614-292-5766. CCS
is located on the 4th Floor of the Younkin Success Center and 10th Floor of Lincoln
Tower. You can reach an on-call counselor when CCS is closed at 614-292-5766 and 24
hour emergency help is also available through the 24/7 National Suicide Prevention Hotline
at 1-800-273-TALK or at http://suicidepreventionlifeline.org.

Also, the OSU Student Advocacy Center is a resource designed to help students navigate
OSU and to resolve issues of all sorts that they encounter at the University. For more
information, visit http://advocacy.osu.edu/.

Children in Class

Children in the care of enrolled students are absolutely welcome in class. I realize that it
is difficult to balance academic, work, and family commitments, and if you have or care for
children, I want you to succeed. Here are my policies regarding children in class:

1. All breastfeeding babies are welcome in class as often as necessary.

2. Non-nursing babies and older children are welcome whenever alternate arrangements
cannot be made.

3. In cases where children come to class, I invite parents/caregivers to sit close to the
door so as to more easily excuse yourself to attend to your child’s needs. As seats will
be assigned for the entire semester, please consider the likelihood of needing to be close
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to the door early on, or contact me if you need to change your seat. Non-parents in
the class: please reserve seats near the door for your parenting classmates.

4. All students are expected to join with me in creating a welcoming environment that is
respectful of your classmates who bring children to class.

I understand that sleep deprivation and exhaustion are among the most difficult aspects of
parenting young children. The struggle of balancing school, work, childcare, and life more
broadly is exhausting. I will do my best to accommodate any challenges related to this hard
work while maintaining the same high expectations for all students enrolled in the class.
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Food Security

The Ohio State University is committed to ensuring that all students have access to adequate
and healthy food. Any undergraduate or graduate student with a BuckID may confidentially
use the Buckeye Food Alliance food pantries. No proof of need is required. There are two
locations (next page):

West Campus: Lincoln Tower (1800 Cannon Dr., Columbus, OH 43210). Doors may
be locked. Call 614-688-2508 upon arrival.

North Campus: St. Stephens (30 W Woodruff Ave., Columbus, OH, 43210). Look
for the Buckeye Food Alliance (BFA) sign on the southwest corner of the building.

Note: As of 8/24/2020, Buckeye Food Alliance indicates that the St. Stephens location
is “closed for the near-term future.”

To learn more, visit https://www.buckeyefoodalliance.org/
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Graduate Supplement

Graduate students will encounter three differences in their experience of this course relative
to their undergraduate classmates:

1. A heavier reading load: for many class sessions, there will be at least one additional
piece of required reading for graduate students. This will typically be an academic
article, a statute, or a government or non-profit white paper or report.

2. Differences in assignments: graduate-level assignments will not necessarily be longer
(although they may be), but will always require more in-depth and synthetic analysis,
linking ideas across readings and class sessions. Any Ph.D. students should expect me
to push them to link course content or ideas to their research.

3. Differences in grading criteria: graduate-level work will be assessed at a higher-level,
with the expectation that work integrates ideas from the graduate-level readings as
well as the course as a whole and does so in nuanced, intellectually productive, and
thoughtful ways.

Tips on Reading

You must come to class prepared to discuss all assigned readings in-depth and with nuance
and sophistication. This will not always be easy. Some of the graduate-level readings are
hard; you may struggle with them. Even when you do, though, you should still strive to
identify both the central arguments in a given set of texts and also the deeper and more
subtle points that arise from each individual reading. There is no mandated set of questions
you have to answer as you read, but a useful set things to keep in mind includes:

• Central argument/finding;

• Data used;

• Methods used;

• Implicit or explicit scope conditions (including the historical and geographical
specificity of the argument, which is often implicit);

• Theoretical starting points and founding assumptions;

• Secondary and tertiary findings;

• Implications for future research;

• Linkages, similarities, contrasts, and differences across readings.

The last point about similarities and differences is especially important: I will consistently
ask you to think carefully and systematically about how the readings relate, why they might
have been assigned together, and how they might speak to and inform one another. This
will also be key to your reflection memos.

I caution you at the outset that the only assumption you can make about a reading on the
syllabus is that I judge it to be insightful and useful or provocative—not that it is “good”
or “bad” or “right” or “wrong.” Such simplistic categorizations are unlikely to be useful
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in this or any graduate-level course. Critique is welcome, but I strongly encourage you
to strive for an immanent critique: before moving outside the argument and evidence as
presented in a reading (e.g., “so-and-so did not consider such-and-such,” or, “the author(s)
focused on x when they should have focused on y,” etc.), try to focus on questions, concerns,
and criticisms that develop within the argument as presented: alternative interpretations
of the same data, misunderstandings or logical missteps or oversights that emerge out of
the reading’s own arguments or claims, and so on. There is, of course, an important place
for calling for different kinds of research or pushing for asking different kinds of questions,
but our primary goal will always be to dig into the readings before moving beyond them,
so as to understand and to learn from the authors—granting that their work, like our own,
will always have limitations and flaws. More generally, I encourage you to remember that
talk—and thus critique—is cheap, while the creative work of actually parsing through data
and making an insightful, generative argument is very, very hard. So is actually formulating
policy or implementing the law in “real life.” We all have lots to learn from these efforts, in
order to understand them and in order to move beyond them.

Tips on Memos

Ten times over the course of the semester, you will have to write a brief response memo (no
formal length requirement, but strive for ∼250-500 words; over 1000 words is getting way
too long!) related to the assigned readings for that class. I will provide specific and brief
prompts whenever these assignments are due, but you will generally have a large degree of
latitude in what you discuss and focus on.

While short, these response memos should dig into central points, deeper questions, and
broader connections that emerge within and between readings. The specific format can vary,
but you may find it useful to focus on:

• Implications, ideas, concepts, arguments that you found stimulating, worth
remembering, and useful for building on;

• Questions, concerns, disagreements that you might have with ideas you encounter;

• Connections, linkages, contradictions between one idea or approach and another within
and between readings.

However you approach the short memos, I urge you to stay focused on the argument and
evidence as presented by the authors, and the implications that follow from that presentation.
See the discussion of immanent critique above, in Tips on Reading.

A formal works cited page is not required for memos, but in-text (author, year, page) citations
for the course readings should be included where you cite specific passages.
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Course Schedule and Readings

Readings with no superscript are required for all students. Graduate readings are marked
with †.11

Mod. Date Topic Readings Due

Part 1: Environmental Problems and Policy in the Anthropocene

1 Jan. 12
Welcome to the
Anthropocene

1. Carey (2016)
2. Lewis and Maslin

(2015)† (skim)

2
Online
Async.

Carbon pollution,
capitalism, and energy

1. Jorgenson (2014)
2. Standaert (2019)
3. Jorgenson and Clark

(2012)† (skim)

Memo 1 due
Jan. 18 @ 5pm

2 Jan. 19
Climate policy: a (mostly)
American tale

1. Layzer and Rinfret
(2020), ch. 12

2. Meckling (2011)†

(read)

3
Online
Async.

Urbanization, growth
machines, and toxic
pollution

1. Logan and Molotch
(1987)

2. Frickel and Elliott
(2018a)

3. Frickel and Elliott
(2018b)† (skim)

Memo 2 due
Jan. 25 @ 5pm

3 Jan. 26
NEPA, CERCLA, and
environmental planning

1. NEPA (1969)
2. Layzer and Rinfret

(2020), ch. 3

11As above, listed class dates are arbitrarily based on a Tuesday-Thursday course schedule.
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Mod. Date Topic Readings Due

Part 1 (con’t): Environmental Problems and Policy in the Anthropocene

4
Online
Async.

The sixth mass extinction
and philosophies of
conservation

1. Ceballos et al.
(2020)

2. Tauli-Corpuz (2018)
3. Duffy (2010)† (skim)

Memo 3 due
Feb. 1 @ 5pm

4 Feb. 2
National forests, national
parks, and the
Endangered Species Act

1. Taylor (2016)
2. Gottlieb (2005)
3. ESA of 1973† (skim)

5
Online
Async.

From charismatic
megafauna to problematic
microbes: thinking
broadly about human
relationships with nature

1. Petersen (1999)
2. Nash (2008)

Nothing due on
Feb. 8!

5 Feb. 9
- No class -

(“spring break”)
No reading

6
Online
Async.

The nature of a global
society: from COVID-19
to environmental racism
and back

1. Bagley (2020)
2. Bell and Ashwood

(2015) , ch. 6
3. Jerolmack (2013)†

(read)

Memo 4 due
Feb. 15 @ 5pm

6 Feb. 16
Review and recap: policy
for the Anthropocene

1. McKibben (1989)
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Mod. Date Topic Readings Due

Part 2: The Politics Behind the Policy

7
Online
Async.

The social bases of
environmental concern

1. Fairbrother (2013)
2. Summers and

VanHeuvelen
(2017)†(read)

Memo 5 due
Feb. 22 @ 5pm

7 Feb. 23
Two movements in one:
conservation and
environmental justice

1. Taylor (2016)
2. Taylor (2014)
3. Taylor (2002)†(skim)

8
Online
Async.

From activism to policy

1. Kitschelt (1986)
2. Johnson & Frickel

(2011)
3. Dryzek et al.

(2003)†(skim)

Memo 6 due
Mar. 1 @ 5pm

8 Mar. 2
Soot, cities, and
environmental activism in
two countries

1. Uekotter (2009)
2. Meckling and

Jenner† (read)

9
Online
Async.

Learning from
environmental leaders big
and small

1. Vogel (2012)
2. Yi and Chen (2019)†

Midterm Exam
opens on Mar. 7
@ 5 pm; closes on
Mar. 8 @ 5 pm

9 Mar. 9
Revisiting climate policy:
science, doubt, and
anti-environmentalism

1. Luo et al. (2019)
2. Oreskes and Conway

(2010)

10
Online
Async.

Understanding
anti-environmental
backlash

1. Turner et al. (2018)
2. Hochschild (2016)

Outline of
testimony due
Mar. 15 @ 5pm

10 Mar. 16
The EPA, the Clean
Water Act, and Waters of
the United States

1. Plumer and Irfan
(2018)

2. Rea (2018) (excerpt)
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Mod. Date Topic Readings Due

Part 3 - Putting People in Nature and Nature in Policy

11
Online
Async.

Science, culture, and
morality in environmental
policy

1. Farrell (2015)
2. Fourcade

(2011)†(read)

Memo 7 due
Mar. 22 @ 5pm

11 Mar. 23
Valuing nature: dollars
and sensibilities

1. Constanza et al.
(2014)

2. McCauley (2006)

12
Online
Async.

The politics of special and
of ordinary nature

1. Cronon (1996)
2. Kennedy (2016)
3. Taylor (2000)†(read)

Memo 8 due
Mar. 29 @ 5pm

12 Mar. 30
The difference between
Hetch Hetchy and Flint

1. Righter (2005)
2. Renwick (2019)

13
Online
Async.

Scarcity, economic theory,
and resource stewardship

1. Hardin (1968)
2. Currie and Walker

(2019)

Full draft of
testimony due
Apr. 5 @ 5pm

13 Apr. 6
Beyond the Tragedy of the
Commons

1. Mansbridge (2010)
2. Ostrom (1992)

(excerpts)†

14
Online
Async.

Social disasters and
natural ones

1. Tierney (2014)
2. Elliott (2018)†(read)

Memo 9 due
Apr. 12 @ 5pm

14 Apr. 13
Ecological thinking and
policy for resilience

1. Mullan (2018)
2. Benson and

Garmestani (2011)
3. Brown (2014)†(read)

Page 20



Pub Afrs 5800 Spring 2021

Mod. Date Topic Readings Due

Part 4 - Environmental Policy for the Anthropocene & Final Assessment

15
Online
Async.

Environmental
Intersectionality: policy
on a planet dominated by
people

1. TBD
2. TBD†(read)

Nothing due on
Apr. 19!

15 Apr. 20
Final Thoughts:
Governing for (at least?)
a million years

1. Kolbert (2017)

16 TBD
Final Assessment:
Congressional Hearing

No reading

Final draft
testimony due
date and time
TBD
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