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On Saturday, May 3rd, the Glenn School held 
its annual Pre-Commencement Ceremony, 
celebrating the academic achievement of 152 
students. This year’s graduating class included 
undergraduates, master’s students and two Ph.D. 
students, further illustrating the interest and 
growth of the Glenn School’s academic program. 
The pre-commencement ceremony is held the 
day before the Ohio State commencement, and 
provides a more intimate and personal opportunity 
to recognize excellence in student policy papers, 
research, service and faculty teaching.   ■

Glenn School’s graduating 
class of 2013-14 biggest ever

■ Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award: Kim Young

■ Mary K. Marvel Outstanding Graduate Teaching Award: Jason Seligman

■ Outstanding Undergraduate Teaching Award: Stéphane Levartu

■ Robert W. Backoff Research Award: Akheil Singla

■ Exemplary Community Service Award: Carrie Almasi

■ Mary E. Katchmar Outstanding Service Award: Megan Hoffman

■ Outstanding Graduate Policy Management Paper Award: Hannah Tyler

■ Outstanding Undergraduate Policy Management Paper Award:  
      William Crawford, Kimberly Miller

■ Outstanding Public Service Award: Tracy Plouck
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Stéphane Levartu congratulates Jason Seligman on winning the 
Mary K. Marvel Outstanding Graduate Teaching Award.

See more photos from the Glenn School’s Pre-Commencement at flickr.com/photos/glennschool/sets/72157644115691590/

William Crawford and Jordan Edelheit.



Alex Toomey, the Glenn School’s 
career advisor, sends out emails to students 
with interesting opportunities during the 
semester. That year had been especially 
busy for me so I felt like I didn’t really get 
to take advantage of the events the Glenn 
School was offering. Toomey sent an email 
about FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler wanting 
to have lunch with a few students while on 
campus for a speaking engagement. The 
lunch fit in my schedule, and I interned as a 
legislative aide for Time Warner Cable last 
summer so I knew a decent amount about 
telecom policy; I thought why not? 

At the luncheon, Charman Wheeler 
was so friendly, as he shared stories from his 
own experience at Ohio State. He then dis-
cussed the importance of having Ohio State 
graduates in Washington. His mission, he 
said, was to have an intern position specifi-
cally for an Ohio State student in his office 
to increase interest and open the possibility 
for Buckeyes in D.C.

While in line to throw away our 
plates from lunch, I was standing behind 
the chairman and thought to myself how I 
would love to work for Chairman Wheeler. 
I realized I wanted to be that Buckeye in 
Washington. I thought, what’s the worst 
that can happen if I ask? So, I said, “Excuse 
me, chairman. I know you said you want 
more Buckeyes in Washington. After today, 
I really do believe in your mission and plan 
for the FCC. Can I come work for you?” He 
smiled and said, “Here’s my card, give me a 
call or send me an email and we’ll see what 
we can do for you.” I thanked him and was 
overjoyed. 

I decided to follow up a week later, 
knowing it was close to the Christmas 
holiday and that I may not get a response. I 
sent an email and didn’t hear anything back. 

I waited until after the New Year and tried 
again. I heard back within a day from the 
chairman’s Special Assistant Sagar Doshi, 
who was also at the lunch in December. 
He said that both he and the chairman 
remembered me and he was working to see 
what the FCC had to offer me in terms of 
employment. 

Doshi and I traded emails and talked 
on the phone, discussing my career plans 
and how the FCC fit into those plans. He 
informed me that since the FCC is such 
a small agency, it was unlikely a position 
would open up that only required a Bach-
elor’s degree, and even if one did, chances 
are it would not be policy related. He then 
offered the possibility of applying for the 
internship in the chairman’s office. How-
ever, since I would have graduated by then, 
I would have to come in under the title of 
“volunteer.”

I really struggled with that concept. I 
was graduating; did I want to be an intern 
again? Could I honestly do free work? 

I decided to continue with the process 
of getting the internship. After multiple 

phone interviews with different people in 
the chairman’s office and a written interview 
testing my research and policy analysis 
skills, I found that I was strongly invested 
in getting the internship. My final phone in-
terview was with Gigi Sohn, the chairman’s 
special counsel for external affairs. 

Sohn and I talked for about 45 minutes, 
and it felt more like an conversation than an 
interview. It was that call that solidified for 
me that this internship was what I wanted. 

It is a huge opportunity to work for 
Chairman Wheeler at a time when the FCC 
and telecom policy are in the forefront of 
national news. Between the net neutrality 
debate and the Comcast-Time Warner merg-
er, it will be an extremely busy summer, and 
I get to be there for it. Sure, I am not being 
paid in money, but this experience will intro-
duce me to nation’s capital and open other 
employment opportunities that wouldn’t 
have otherwise presented themselves. I’m 
off to D.C. to be another Buckeye in Wash-
ington, all because I gathered the courage to 
simply ask.  ■
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Last year, the Glenn School hosted a lunch with Tom Wheeler, the chairman of the Federal 

Communications Commission, and students from the Glenn School, Fisher College of Business 

and the College of Arts & Sciences.  Glenn School student Regina Black took the opportunity 

to introduce herself to Chairman Wheeler, which set in motion her internship with the FCC after 

graduation. This is her story.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

FCC Chairman 
Tom Wheeler talks 
with Regina Black 
after their lunch 
in the Lockheed 
Martin Boardroom 
at Page Hall.

Public Affairs student Leah Lacure was elected as vice president for Undergraduate Student 
Government. 

Six campaign teams ran in this year’s election. Lacure reflected on the most difficult part of running 
for office saying, “the hardest part for us was getting used to the idea that our team really believed in us 
and would do so much to support us and trying our best to live up to those standards.”

Lacure’s goals as vice president include effectively renewing USG’s use of its shared governance 
model with the university by supporting the University Senate committees to advocate for student 
interests as well as gain allies within the faculty and administration. Lacure also plans to focus on college 
affordability by “finding solutions regarding scholarships, textbook prices and course fees within the 
university.” 

After spending two years in the business school, Lacure found her passion in the coursework in 
the John Glenn School of Public Affairs. Lacure served as a member on the Major Campus Events 
Committee, co-chair of Welcome Week, University Ambassador and chair of the Issues subcommittee of 
the Council on Student Affairs. She is also a member of the Alpha Gamma Delta women’s fraternity and 
works in the Center for Student Leadership and Service at the Ohio Union. 

Lacure is from Rochester, New York, and plans to attend law school upon graduation. She would 
like to work for a think tank advocating for education policy.

Lacure has been involved with student government since her freshman year. She will serve 
alongside USG President Celia Wright for the 2014–2015 school year.  ■

Leah Lacure elected vice president of USG

4
The number of Glenn School 
students elected to USG ‘s 
executive offices since the 
Glenn School’s undergraduate 
program began four years ago.

2
The number of times the Glenn 
School major Taylor Stepp was 
elected president of USG.

3
The number of Glenn School 
students elected vice president 
of  USG.

Alumnus of the John Glenn School of Public Affairs Robert Sheehan, 
MA ’89, provided a scholarship for one Glenn School student to attend the 
LeaderShape Institute conference in Illinois.

LeaderShape Institute is a six-day leadership training program for college 
students promoting community service. Sheehan served as CEO of LeaderShape, 
Inc. from 1992–2001 and currently serves on its board of directors. Sheehan first 
sponsored a student in 2013.

Natalie Davis, a second-year student pursuing a dual degree in Public Affairs 
and Arabic with a specialization in Education Policy, was selected from a pool of 
applicants to receive the scholarship providing registration costs for the upcoming national session in 
July. Davis is from Chagrin Falls, Ohio, and serves as president of the Multi-Partisan Coalition, internal 
chairperson of the Politics, Society and Law Scholars and advocacy director of Students for Education 
Reform. Upon graduation, she plans to teach Arabic in American public schools and promote policy to 
increase the availability of critical language study in public K–12 classrooms.

LeaderShape holds local sessions of its leadership program throughout the year in addition to its 
national conferences. In August, Ohio State will host its 14th LeaderShape Institute.  ■

Alumni’s generosity sends 
student to LeaderShape

Natalie Davis

■ LeaderShape is a not-for-
profit organization that holds 
leadership training events for 
college students. 

■ Founded by the Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity in 1986 as a 
program designed to improve 
campus leadership.

■ In 1988, LeaderShape®, Inc. 
was formed to take charge of 
The LeaderShape Institute and 
further its mission to develop 
young adults leaders.

LeaderShape

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM



Ohio State’s team — Donald Wiggins, 
Jr and Shanell Davis (John Glenn School 
of Public Affairs), Meghan Kaple (City 
and Regional Planning), Brad Hosfeld and 
Kevin Schildwaster (Knowlton School 
of Architecture) — submitted a proposal 
to rehabilitate the historic Peter DeBaun 
House, which is currently on site, and to 
build four buildings of six residential units 
each which will be 650 square feet. Half of 
the residential units will be fully accessible 
for persons living with disabilities and 
will include a 21st century gym/physical 
therapy-training center. The team’s vision 
also includes garden and patio spaces to of-
fer residents, visitors, friends and families 
to enjoy the outdoors. To reduce winter 
heating costs, the residential buildings are 
designed with lightwells to help bring in 
more light to the units. 

HUD’s new student design and plan-
ning competition is intended to encour-
age research and innovation in affordable 
housing, to raise practitioner and future 
practitioner capacity, and to foster cross-
cutting teamwork within the design and 
community development process. Multi-
disciplinary graduate student teams were 
asked to create innovative solutions involv-
ing design, planning, and finance. 

HUD and the Housing Authority of 
Bergen County (HABC) challenged these 
graduate school design teams to consider 
the complex challenges associated with 
preserving a historic structure, producing 

affordable housing, and offering a support-
ive environment for the homeless. These 
student participants considered design, 
community development, and financing 
elements in order to provide an all-encom-
passing plan and solution that would allow 
HABC to meet its goal. They also incorpo-
rated the needs of the intended residents, 
the zoning restrictions, and leveraging 
opportunities. 

The Ohio State University team will 
receive a $10,000 award. HUD selected a 
collaborative team from New York Univer-
sity and Columbia University as runner-up, 
they will receive $5,000.  ■
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GRADUATE PROGRAMS

Ohio State team wins first HUD student 
design and planning competition

“Working with Kevin 
Schildwaster, Brad Hosfield, 
Meghan Kaple, and Shanell 
Davis has been one of the best 
experiences I have had since 
being at OSU. The project 
provided a new challenge for all 
of us, an opportunity to be bred 
by the fire and learn about public 
project financing, planning and 
architectural design.”

— Donald Wiggins, Jr

A team of students from the John Glenn School of Public Affairs, Knowlton School of Architecture 

and City and Regional Planning has won the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) inaugural Innovation in Affordable Housing Student Design and Planning Competition. The 

Ohio State team developed a design plan for the development of a Revolutionary War-era structure in Bergen 

County, New Jersey into new permanent supportive housing for homeless veterans.

Left to right: Donald Wiggins, Jr., HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan, Shanell Davis and Brad Hosfeld.

GLENN SCHOOL FACULTY

Best Presentation
Professor Jeffrey Bielicki’s 
presentation at the 37th 
Geothermal Resources 
Council Annual Meeting was 
voted one of the best 

geothermal presentations of 2013, based 
on content, visual quality, and the ability 
to communicate the subject matter. His 
talk presented research, conducted with 
Dr. Thomas Buscheck and others at 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, 
that investigates a new approach to 
producing and storing renewable energy 
using geothermal resources. 

Book Award
Director Trevor Brown’s book 
“Complex Contracting: 
Government Purchasing in 
the Wake of the U.S. Coast 
Guard’s Deepwater Program” 

has won the Section on Public Adminis-
tration Research (SPAR) annual book 
award for public administration scholar-
ship. The SPAR Book Award Selection 
Committee said the book’s “important 
research, high-quality writing, will have a 
significant and lasting contribution to the 
public administration literature, with 
strong impact on the practice of public 
administration.” 

Most Viewed Experts
The 20 most-
viewed experts at 
The Ohio State 
University include 
two Glenn School 

faculty members, Dr. Trevor Brown and 
Dr. Jill Clark. You can see the list of the 
top 20 experts at news.osu.edu/faculty-
experts/most-popular-experts.html

OSU CARES Grant
Professor Jill Clark, co-princi-
pal investigator, and Michael 
Betz, College of Education 
and Human Ecology, were 
awarded a $20,000 OSU 

CARES Seed Grant for “Producing Energy, 

Protecting Food: the Impact of Shale 
Energy Development on Food Access in 
Rural Communities.”  The money will be 
used to study how sudden increases in 
population due to shale gas develop-
ment affect food access for original 
residents over the short and long term.

Article Published in JPART
Professor Amanda Girth has 
an article titled “A Closer Look 
at Contract Accountability: 
Exploring the Determinants of 
Sanctions for Unsatisfactory 

Contract Performance” published in the 
Journal of Public Administration Research 
and Theory. 

Two New Articles
Professor Robert Green-
baum has two new articles 
recently published. “Revital-
izing Regional Economies 
through Enterprise Support 

Policies: An Impact Evaluation of Multiple 
Instruments,” in European Urban and 
Regional Studies and “Does Crime Drive 
Housing Sales? Evidence from Los 
Angeles,” in the Journal of Crime and 
Justice. 

Article in PAR
Professor Russell Hassan has 
a new paper that just came 
out in Public Administration 
Review. In “Does Ethical 
Leadership Matter in Govern-

ment? Effects on Organizational Commit-
ment, Absenteeism, and Willingness to 
Report Ethical Problems,” Hassan and his 
co-authors, Bradley E. Wright, Georgia 
State University, and Gary Yukl, University 
at Albany, look at ethical leadership and 
absenteeism in public sector organiza-
tions. 

Evaluating Teacher Development
Professor Josh Hawley will serve as 
principal investigator on a $949,000 
project to evaluate the professional 
development needs of early learning and     

      development professionals. 
The grant, from the Ohio 
Department of Education, 
was awarded to a team of 
researchers from The Ohio 

Education Research Center.

Molton Named Co-Editor of JPART 
Professor Stephanie Moulton 
has been selected as a 
co-editor for the Journal of 
Public Administration Research 
and Theory (JPART).  JPART is 

one of the top journals in the field of 
public affairs and is the official journal of 
the Public Management Research 
Association. 

Raadschelder Named to Board 
Professor Jos Raadschelders 
has been appointed to the 
editorial board of The 
Innovation Journal: The Public 
Sector Innovation Journal for a 

three-year term. The Innovation Journal is 
an independent, peer-reviewed, Internet-
based journal devoted to sharing ideas 
and discussing public sector innovation. 

20 People to Know
Columbus Business First puts 
together a list of 20 individu-
als from the regions that are 
front and center in their indus-
tries. Professor Beth-Anne 

Schuelke-Leech is one of the “20 People 
to Know in Manufacturing.” Also, Profes-
sor Schuelke-Leech has been named the 
director of Manufacturing Innovation and 
Policy at the Ohio Manufacturing Institute 
at The Ohio State University. 

Yi  Article in Energy
Professor Hongtao Yi has an 
article titled “Green businesses 
in a clean energy economy: 
Analyzing drivers of green 
business growth in U.S. states” 

in the peer-reviewed journal Energy. 
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With sleeves rolled up, Dr. Trevor 
Brown, new director of the John 
Glenn School of Public Affairs, 

spends each day expanding the school’s 
foundation, brick by brick.  

For some, that may sound like a tedium-filled task. Not so for 
Brown.

“I get great pleasure out of creating the conditions in which 
other people can succeed, and that’s really what my role is,” Brown 
says, leaning forward onto his desk during a recent interview. “You 
have to build a strong foundation so the house can be assembled 
and people can live in it and have rewarding lives.”

Brown took the reins officially in March, but he had already 
been on the job as the school’s interim leader after Dr. Charles 
Wise, founding director, stepped down last July to become part of 
the faculty.

That transitional period helped solidify Brown’s resolve to 
guide the institution.  Brown, who first joined the faculty in 2001, 
understood that “brick laying and ditch digging” were still neces-
sary for continued growth.

“Serving that interim period reaffirmed for me that this is what 
I want to do,” Brown says. “We’re not done with the start-up phase, 
but we’re at an inflection point where we have an opportunity to 
take pause and look back at what we built and how we need to 
mature more as an institution.”

Brown is solidly grounded to lead the school in the public 
affairs arena. He earned a doctorate in Public Policy and Political 
Science from the School of Public and Environmental Affairs and 
the Department of Political Science, Indiana University, Bloom-
ington. His bachelor’s degree is in Public Policy from Stanford 
University. And he recently won national recognition for a public 
administration book he co-authored. For more see:glennschool.osu.
edu/faculty/brown.html 

Under Brown, the school will not change its commitment to 
the basic mission – preparing students for rewarding and impactful 
careers in public service on multiple levels.

The institution will also continue to embrace and develop its 
broader goals.

“We want to become an attractive destination for faculty who 

are creating new knowledge about how to best serve the public and 
address the challenging and knotty policy problems we face in the 
state of Ohio, nationally and globally,” Brown says.

Like his predecessor, Brown is committed to a comprehensive 
approach for exploring and solving the challenges related to public 
policy, management and budgeting. 

“At root the problems we face are interdisciplinary, so the solu-
tions we craft should be interdisciplinary in preparing students and 
creating knowledge in those areas to address those problems,” 
Brown says.

In the next couple of years, the staff, faculty and 
the university will weigh in on how the school can 
become distinct in two or three areas, such as 
science and technology policy, Brown says.

“The problems in the world are many and 
varied and we can’t solve them all,” Brown 
says.  “With the tremendous capacity across 
this university and the major investments that 
have been made in  basic sciences, we have 
an opportunity to bring some of those assets 
together.”

Integrating various university disci-
plines is a key role for the Glenn School and 
could be a springboard to help it become a 
college, a major objective for 2016.

“We may be small, but we can pull 
together a lot of different units around impor-
tant policy issues,” Brown says. “Once we pull 
together that knowledge about important public 
policy issues, we can put it in the hands of decision 
makers to make important policy changes.”

But realizing these goals requires the 
brick-by-brick foundational work that Brown 
relishes.

“This is the year to put in place the 
process and system to demonstrate that we 
can govern ourselves and to continue to 
build partnerships with other units on 
campus,” Brown says. “That is how 
we can demonstrate our value to the 
university.”   ■

Trevor Brown takes the reins at the Glenn School
DIRECTOR OF THE  
GLENN SCHOOL

In 2005, the John Glenn Institute 
initiated a formal proposal to merge 
with School of Public Policy and 
Management to create the John 
Glenn School of Public Affairs. The 
Glenn School moves into newly 
renovated Page Hall.

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

Division of Public Administration
1969-1974
Formed in 1969 by Dr. Clinton Oster and his faculty 
colleagues, the Division of Public Administration 
specialized in graduate professional education 
for the public service and initially was part of the 
College of Administrative Science.  

School of Public 
Administration
1974-1988
Following a period of rapid growth 
in student enrollment, faculty size 
and budget, the division satisfied 
the University rules for school status 
and became the School of Public 
Administration.  

John Glenn Institute for 
Public Service and Public 
Policy
1998 - 2006
Founded at The Ohio State University 
to encourage public service. 

School of Public Policy & 
Management
1989-2006
Effective January 1, 1989, the 
faculty decided to rename the unit 
the School of Public Policy and 
Management.  Consistent with 
the original ideas of the founders, 
the name change marks the end 
of one era and the beginning of 
another.  

John Glenn School of  
Public Affairs
July 1, 2006 to Present

Dr. Charles Wise named director 
of the Glenn School 
2007 - 2013

Dr. Trevor Brown named director 
of the Glenn School
2014

2010, Bacholor Arts in Public Affairs  
is launched.



  1110  Public Address  |  glennschool.osu.edu  |  Spring 2014 Public Address  |  glennschool.osu.edu  |  Spring 2014

Glenn School 
to host 
Idealist Fair

For the first time, an Idealist Gradu-
ate School Fair will be held in Columbus, 
Ohio, and it will be hosted by the John 
Glenn School of Public Affairs. Each year, 
17 fairs are held all over the United States, 
from New York to Los Angeles, where 
prospective students gather to learn more 
about graduate school and how they can 
make a difference in their careers. 

Started by Idealist.org in 2004, the 
organization hoped to continue its 20-year-
old mission of working to connect people 
and communities who share common 
interests and ideas for local action by con-
necting prospective students with graduate 
schools in fields such as public administra-
tion, international affairs, education, public 
policy, social work, nonprofit management 
and public health.   

The fairs typically attract a wide range 
of people, including undergraduates, recent 
college grads, community volunteers, 
interns, national service corps members 
as well as young, mid-career, and transi-
tioning professionals from the nonprofit, 
public and private sectors. The fairs are 
free and open to anyone who is interested 
in pursuing further education.  ■

Columbus Idealist Grad Fair

Monday, Oct. 27th, 2014
5:00-8:00 p.m.

The Blackwell Inn and  
Conference Center

2110 Tuttle Park Place
Columbus, OH 43210

The Glenn School Class of 2014 
has landed … in the job market.  

Top destinations for the 88 
graduates of the Glenn School Master’s 
programs include the State of Ohio 
as well as domestic-serving nonprofit 
organizations.  Some of these include 
the Ohio Department of Education, 
Ohio Wildlife Center, Clean Fuels 
Ohio and the Ohio Department of 
Developmental Disabilities.  

Upon graduation in May, Ellen 
Holodnak started as the grants 
coordinator for the Akron-Canton 
Foodbank. When asked about 
her experience, Holodnak said, 
“I have already been using lots 
of skills developed at the Glenn 
School including preparing budgets, 
conducting effective research, project 
management, and clear and concise 
writing.” 

Proactive career planning is a 
critical element of the successful 
job seeker.  Ken Thompson will be 
starting his new position with Arlington 
County, Virginia.  In addition to the 
skills Thompson developed in the 
classroom, he also attributes his success 
to the advice he received from his 
career advisor.  “My success definitely 
came from three big pieces of advice: 
start early, brand yourself and your 
talents, and treat a phone interview just 
as seriously as an in-person interview,” 
said Thompson. 

The newest members of the 
Glenn School’s undergraduate 
alumni community have also seen 
early success.  Early indicators show 

that their destination of choice is 
the nonprofit sector. One of these 
individuals is Jillian Ernst who was 
recently hired with the Academy 
for Urban School Leadership in 
Chicago.  During her first year with this 
organization, she will earn her Master 
of Arts in Teaching degree and will 
also work alongside a mentor teacher.  
After this she will start in a Chicago 
Public School.  “During my interviews, 
I emphasized how the Glenn School 
inspired and encouraged me to be a 
leader in my community and I wanted 
to use the skills and knowledge I 
learned in my four years to give back to 
future generations,” said Ernst.  

Taylor Stepp, another 2014 Public 
Affairs graduate recently began his 
career as Project Coordinator with 
JobsOhio.  In his role, Stepp will work 
with public and private entities to assist 
job creation and growth in Ohio.  Stepp 
is excited to have the opportunity to 
utilize his Glenn School education 
and passion for the State of Ohio to 
provide service to his home.  When 
asked how he was able to find and 
secure his position, Stepp responded, 
“Through my experiences at Ohio State 
and assistance from mentors I gained 
through the Glenn School and at Ohio 
State, I was fortunate enough to be able 
to develop myself professionally, which 
is integral to gaining employment.”  
Other employers of Glenn School 
undergraduates include Teach for 
America, Greater Cleveland Food Bank, 
and Gladden Community House.  ■

2014 Grads Soar into 
the Job Market

“During my interviews, I emphasized how the Glenn School 
inspired and encouraged me to be a leader in my community and 
I wanted to use the skills and knowledge I learned in my four years 
to give back to future generations.”

— Jillian Ernst

GLENN SCHOOL ALUMNI SOCIETY

Glenn School Alumni Society 
elects new president, board

Kimberly Ratcliff, MPA ’95 has been 
elected president of the Glenn School 
Alumni Society Board for a two-year term 
beginning July 2014.  She has served on the 
board and as chairperson of the society’s 
Communications Committee since 2010 
and currently serves as chair of the 2014 
Glenn School Leadership Forum and also 
teaches graduate-level policy and non-
profit communications courses at the Glenn 
School.

With a 22-year career spanning educa-
tion policy, data management and commu-
nications, Ratcliff is the communications 
director at Battelle for Kids in Columbus, 
OH,  where she manages integrated com-
munications and change leadership efforts 
for multiple education organizations that 
Battelle for Kids serves. She has provided 
communications counsel and multimedia 
material development to support the rollout 
of value-added analysis, roster verification, 
standards, and strategic compensation sys-
tems and solutions for school districts and 
state departments in Florida, Ohio, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Texas. 
Ratcliff’s specialties are content strategy, 
branding and reputation management, crisis 
communications, internal communications, 

change man-
agement, 
and execu-
tive thought 
leadership. 

She 
joined Bat-
telle for 
Kids after 
five years in 
vice president and senior account manage-
ment roles with Columbus public relations 
and public affairs agencies. She held P&L 
responsibility for client relationships and 
business development in the public, non-
profit, and corporate sectors, with particular 
focus on education and economic develop-
ment. Her experience also includes eight 
years at the Ohio Department Education, 
focusing on data and technology projects, 
where she had executive management 
responsibilities for four years and managed 
multimillion-dollar software conversions 
and data subsidies involving school district 
constituents, as well as the state’s K−12 
data collection system. Prior to her time 
with the State of Ohio, she worked as an 
analyst for The Ohio State University. ■

2014-15 Glenn School 
Alumni Society Board

Kimberly Ratcliff, MPA ’95,  
President
Mari-jean Siehl, MA ’06,  
Past President
Lisa Patt McDaniel, MPA ’96, 
President Elect
Linda Montano, MA ’06,  
Secretary
Kelly Des Roches, MPA ’92,  
Treasurer

Kevin Arndt, BA ‘13
David Dixon, MPA ‘09
Shana Eiselstein, MA ‘06*
Molly Hildebrand, MPA ‘13
Katy Hogan, MPA ‘13*
Dan Johnson, MPA ‘95*
Tricia Petras, PhD ‘07*
Padmini Roy-Dixon, MPA ‘09
Eric Russell, MPA ‘08
Lynn Slawsky, MPA ‘09
Mike Toman, MPA ‘95
Guy Worley, MA ‘91
* Newly elected to the board

The Glenn School Alumni Society has formed a Young 
Alumni Club (YAC) to provide meaningful and fun opportuni-
ties to remain connected and engaged with the Glenn School 
and classmates.  Launched in February, YAC is intended for 
alumni age 35 or younger and strives to offer a combination 
of social, professional and community service events geared 
toward young alums.

In addition to hosting monthly happy hours, YAC this sum-
mer is also planning a picnic/Shakespeare in the Park night, 

starting a book club and forming a kickball team.  Young alumni 
are encouraged to join the YAC Facebook Group at facebook.
com/groups/Glenn.School.YAC to keep abreast of events and 
activities.  

YAC is led by Dave and Padmini Roy-Dixon, MPA ’08 
with committee members Kevin Arndt, BA ’13; Donovan Godt, 
MPA ’13; Molly Hildebrand, MPA ’13; Natalie Pantalos, BA 
’13; and Lauren Rummel, MPA’12.   ■

Young Alumni Unite
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1972

Gary Holland, MA, is chief of staff at the 
City of Baltimore, MD, Department of 
General Services.

1973

Anthoney Cicatiello, MPA, is chairman 
and CEO of CN Communications 
International, Inc, in Chatham, NJ. 

1974

Bruce Rodman, MA, recently retired as 
the School Business Administrator for 
the Monmouth-Ocean (NJ) Educational 
Services Commission, a purchasing 
cooperative for more than 80 school 
districts near the Jersey Shore. One 
of his career highlights was being 
selected as the New Jersey School 
Business Administrator of the Year 
for 2000-1. Rodman been involved 
in politics and charity work, too. His 
daughter represents the family as a 
fifth-generation Buckeye, Class of 2015. 
Rodman and his wife, Kathy reside in 
Colts Neck, NJ. 

1976

John Adams, MA/MBA, is the Senior 
Managing Director for the Public 
Finance Group at Fifth Third Securities, 
Inc. John has been a Public Finance 
Banker at Fifth Third since 1990. His 
banking activities have included 
debt issuances for more than 150 
municipalities, school districts and 
counties in Ohio. John also is on the 
Board of the Ohio Municipal Advisory 

Council. In November 2013, John was 
elected to the City Council for the City 
of Upper Arlington, Ohio. He had been 
appointed to a vacant Council position 
in 2011. John and his wife Blair have 
three sons, and they reside in Upper 
Arlington. 

1977

Francis Tokarsky, MA/CPR, is working 
as a community planner with the U.S. 
Air Force in Kettering, OH.

1981

Egondu Onyejekwe, MA, is now 
associate editor and editorial board 
member at Springer Science+Business 
Media. Springer Science+Business 
Media is a leading global scientific, 
technical and medical publisher, 
providing researchers in academia, 
scientific institutions and corporate R&D 
departments with quality content via 
innovative information products and 
services. 

Lucy Gettman, MA/MSW, received 
the Alice Paul Award for Faculty from 
the Women & Politics Institute at 
American University, School of Public 
Affairs. As Adjunct Faculty, Gettman 
teaches courses related to women and 
political leadership to prepare the next 
generation of leaders. 

1986

Floyd Bush, MPA/MSW, is director of 
the Henderson County Department of 
Social Services, Hendersonville, NC. 

1991

Jim Ritsema, MPA, was recently 
appointed city manager for the City 
of Kalamazoo, MI. Ritsema formally 
worked as assistant city manager in 
Battle Creek, MI. 

1992

Michael Card, PhD, will serve as 
associate provost for Distance & 
Continuing Education and dean of 
the Graduate School at the University 
of South Dakota.  Card joined the 
USD School of Business in 1992 
where he specialized in the study of 
strategic management, leadership 
and organizational change. In 2002, 
he moved across campus to the 
Department of Political Science, where 
he taught public management to 
government and nonprofit leaders 
as well as courses in South Dakota 
government and politics. 

1994

Andrew Byer, MPA, recently joined 
the northeast regional office of the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
in New York. He will be conducting 
examinations of depository financial 
institutions and non-depository 
consumer financial services companies 
as a member of the agency’s 

Supervision, Enforcement and Fair 
Lending Division. The examinations 
are designed to evaluate compliance 
with the Dodd-Frank Financial Services 
Reform Act, Fair Lending, Equal Credit 
Opportunity and other federal laws 
that address unfair, deceptive, or 
abusive acts or practices. Byer will 
also be active in the development 
and recommendation of supervisory 
strategy for the regulated entities being 
examined. 

1996

Steve Kalmeyer, MPA, is now an 
Adjunct Professor in the College of Adult 
and Graduate Studies at Mid-America 
Christian University (MACU). Kalmeyer 
is teaching “Introduction to Public 
Administration” online to students 
across the country. This is a great 
opportunity that will allow me to share 
my Buckeye education, and merge that 
with my experiences working for two 
different state governments, nonprofit 
organizations, a public trust authority, 
and my past and current employment 
in the private sector (all with a focus in 
some aspect of health policy).

Dennis D. LaRocco, MA, retired from 
the Hancock, Hardin, Wyandot, Putnam 
Community Action Commission of 
Ohio, July 12, 2013. He was employed 
by the Commission for 37 years, 32 as 
Executive Director. LaRocco is looking 
forward to the freedom to pursue many 
different interests in the coming years 
and spending time with friends and 
family, especially the grandchildren. 
He appreciates the knowledge and 
experience gained from his time at The 
Ohio State University, which served 
him well throughout his career. Shana 
Eiselstein, MA ’06, joined Columbia Gas 
of Ohio on Nov. 1 as the company’s 
new Communications and Community 
Relations Manager for Central Ohio.

1997

Dan Griscom, MA, is now a fiscal officer 
with the Westerville, Ohio Public Library. 

Warren Hutmacher, MPA, has been 
named city manager for Johns Creek, 
GA.

1998

Kala Seetharam Sridhar, PhD, has 
accepted a position as professor with 
the Institute for Social and Economic 
Change in Bangalore, India, where she 
will be heading the Centre for Research 
in Urban Affairs.

2000

Ginger Young, MA , currently works as 
the executive director of The Childhood 
League Center, in Columbus, OH.

2003

Chris Angellatta, MA, is celebrating 20 
years with the YMCA.  He is currently the 
Chief Operating Officer of the YMCA of 
Greater Fort Wayne (IN).  He spent the 
first 18 years of his career at the YMCA 
of Central Ohio in various capacities 
including: District Executive Director, 
Branch Executive Director, and Program 
Director. 

Thomas Keller, MA, is a nonprofit audit 
analyst for Booz Allen Hamilton in San 
Francisco, CA.

Amy Wade, MPA, was recently featured 
in Columbus Business First as “People to 
Know.”

Deidre Wunderlich, MPA, is a data 
administration manager at the Ohio 
Department of Education. 

2006

Bill Couch, MPA, has accepted a new 
job as associate director of federal 
relations for The Ohio State University in 
Washington, DC. 

Shana Eiselstein, MA, joined Columbia 
Gas of Ohio on Nov. 1 as their new 
Communications and Community 
Relations Manager for Central Ohio. 

2007

Melissa Harto, MPA, is chief of 
staff, Office of Budget and Program 
Performance for the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement in 
Washington, DC. 

Lynn Pounds, MA, is associate director 
for operations at the University of 
Connecticut. 

2008

Emily Wise, Arts Policy, is the senior 
manager of advancement at the 
American Film Institute, in Silver 
Springs, MD. 

Padmini Roy-Dixon, MPA, has been 
promoted to deputy chief of the Office 
of Strategic Business Investments at the 
Ohio Development Services Agency. 

2009

Lauren Spero, MPA, is now the Director 
of Community & Volunteer Engagement 
for the Greater Northwest Chapter 
of the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. In this role, Spero will oversee 
community building and volunteer 
engagement efforts for the Chapter’s 
tristate territory, which includes 
Washington, Alaska, and Montana. 
The Greater Northwest Chapter serves 
12,000 people living with MS and 72,000 
friends, family members, and caregivers.

2010

Sean Chao, MPA, works as a federal 
financial consultant at IBM in Herndon, 
VA, and is a captain in the US Army 
Reserve. 

Daniel Ortega-Pacheco, PhD, has been 
elected member of the United Nation’s 
Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) 
Executive Board. Ortega-Pacheco, 
the Undersecretary for Rights and 
Guarantees at the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Ecuador, was endorsed by the 
Group of Latin American and Caribbean 
Countries (GRULAC) during the 19th 
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Drew Willison got a MPA degree in 
1990 from The Ohio State University with 
the idea that he’d become a city manager. 
This spring the United States Senate elected 
him its sergeant-at-arms. He now oversees 
law enforcement and administrative duties 
for the Senate. 

In the latter capacity, he oversees every-

thing from parking 
to computer software 
and equipment to the 
Senate’s custodial ser-
vices, not to mention 
photography services, 
mail processing, the 
recording studio, 

media galleries and protocol when foreign 
dignitaries come to the Senate.

To say his job is rare is an understate-
ment: Willison is the 39th person to hold 
the historic position, which dates to April 7, 
1789, when the Senate created the position 
of doorkeeper, appointing James T. Mathers.

Drew Willison, MPA ’90, is the U.S. Senate sergeant-at-arms



Conference of the Parties of the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change held in Warsaw, Poland in 
November 2013. 

Brad Cromes, MA/JD, currently serves as 
deputy director for the Portage County 
Board of Elections.

Sean P. Chao, MPA, has completed 
the Graduate Certificate of Intelligence 
Studies on China from the National 
Intelligence University. Second daughter, 
Elaine Yan Chao, was born earlier this 
year and named in honor of former 
Secretary of Labor, Elaine Chao.  

Christine O’Malley, MA, executive 
director of health sciences at The 
Ohio State University, was selected 
as a Fulbright Specialist for 2014 and 
is currently visiting the University of 
Gondar in Ethiopia to work on a project, 
enhancing institutional communications 
capacity, as part of the Ohio State/
Ethiopia One Health Partnership. 
The core project will train the 
communications and marketing team 
at the University of Gondar in digital 
strategies that incorporate branding, 
content, and social media. O’Malley 
developed an iTunes U course that 
includes lectures and guest interviews 
with Ohio State marketing experts. 

Jacqueline Edwards, MA, is now 
working as the strategic policy and 
planning manager for the Maricopa 
County Human Service Department in 
Phoenix, AZ.

2011

Benjamin Stafford, MA, is currently a 
Ph.D. student in business administration 
at the Carlson School of Management, 
University of Minnesota.

Kate Christobek, MA/JD, is now an 
Assistant Attorney General in the 
Consumer Protection and Economic 

Crimes Unit at the Ohio Attorney 
General’s Office.

2012

Joe Flarida, BA, has accepted a new 
position as Staff & Press Assistant for 
the Minority Staff of the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

Daniel Strasser, MPA, works as a 
business services specialist for the Ohio 
Development Services Agency.

Erika Braunginn, MPA/MBA, is now the 
capital campaign manager at United 
Schools Network.

Lauren Rummel, MPA, has accepted a 
new position as policy director at the 
Franklin County, Office of Commissioner 
John O’Grady. 

Kevin Teaford, MA, has been promoted 
to the rank of lieutenant colonel in the 
Ohio State Highway Patrol. Lt. Colonel 
Teaford will transfer from his current 
assignment as commander of the Office 
of Strategic Services to serve in the Office 
of the Superintendent.

Andrew Charlton, MPA/JD, has been 
promoted to project manager at the 
JobsOhio. 

Rob Robol, MPA/JD, is an associate 
producer of the movie, “Tapped, “ which 
will be released in May and is working on 
a new film called “Gridlock,” starring Cuba 
Gooding Jr. 

Erin Scott, MPA, has been promoted to 
consultant and director at the Benefactor 
Group in Columbus, Ohio. 

David Cook, MPA, works as a survey 
administrator for the USDA, National 
Nuclear Security Administration in 
Washington, DC. 

Keith Norris, MA, works as an assistant 
director of government affairs & 
partnerships at The Wildlife Society in 
Bethesda, Maryland.

Haley Kadish, MPA, is working as an 
analyst for The Novak Consulting Group 
in Cincinnati, OH.

Melissa Lindsjo, MCRP/MA, is now a 
principal planning technician for the 
Community Planning Division of the 
Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission, Prince George’s 
County Planning Department.

2013

Feihan Pi, MPA, is now working as a 
financial incentives specialist for the 
Ohio Development Service Agency.

Mathius Dillon, MPA, is now 
working for the City of Cincinnati as a 
management analyst.

Brendan Mysliwiec, MPA/JD, is 
now a legal fellow at the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs.

Karin Abeodu Hoyt, MA, was recently 
appointed Section Chief of Policy 
Development and Management with 
the Ohio Department of Medicaid, 
Bureau of Health Plan Policy. 

Rebeccah Verhoff-Kiss, MA, was 
married in March 2014 and is 
now working as the outreach and 
education officer at ServeOhio, The 
Ohio Commission on Service and 
Volunteerism.

Kwame Christian, MA/JD, is now 
a research associate for the Kirwan 
Institute for Race and Ethnicity at The 
Ohio State University. 

Kenneth Green, MPA, works at 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. in Columbus, 
OH, as a senior SAS programmer and 
analyst. 
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We want to hear  
from you
Keep your classmates and the Glenn 
School informed of your promotions, 
job changes, papers/articles/books 
written, lectures/seminars given, 
marriages, children, and any other 
personal or professional achievements 
you wish to share with us. 
 
Please send your updates and pictures to:

John Glenn School of Public Affairs
Attn:  Lisa Frericks
150P Page Hall
1810 College Road South
Columbus, OH 43210
or email Lisa at
frericks.12@osu.edu

Want to help support 
the Glenn School 
and its mission to 

inspire citizenship and 
develop leadership? 

Here’s how
It’s easy to donate online to one of 
the many Glenn School funds. Go 
online to glenn.osu.edu/support.

There you can read about the 
different Glenn School funds and 
give online.

ALUMNI & FRIENDSALUMNI & FRIENDS

Jim Storbeck
1948 - 2014

James Edward Storbeck, former 
faculty member of the School of Public 
Administration, died April 8, 2014, in 
San Antonio, from complications of 
lymphoma. He was 66.

During his 36-year career in higher 
education, he authored more than 45 
scholarly publications — a testament to 
his dedication to benefiting the greater 
good by applying research methods.

Storbeck recieved his bachelor’s 
degree in urban geography and a master’s 
in population geography at Temple 
University. He earned his doctorate degree 
at the University of Texas at Austin, 
focusing on business administration, 
public policy and sociology.

After teaching at Ohio State, 
Storbeck moved to Scotland from 1998 
to 1999 to teach at the University of 
Strathclyde. He spent two years after that 
at the University of Warwick in England, 
where he examined the performance 
evaluations of electricity utilities.

Storbeck was a tenured professor at 
the University of Texas at Brownsville, 
where he taught until last fall. He retired 
several months ago, moving back to San 
Antonio.

Obituaries
Evan yoder
1984 - 2014

The Glenn School family is saddened 
at the untimely passing of Evan Yoder 
(MPA ’13). His family, friends and 
colleagues have established a fund to 
honor Evan’s memory. The Evan Yoder 
Scholarship Fund — 314833 — will be 
used to provide scholarships to support 
students pursuing a Master of Public 
Administration degree from the John 
Glenn School of Public Affairs. Our 
deepest sympathies go to his family on 
their great loss.

Reyald Kazmi, MPA/JD, accepted 
the position of director of business 
advancement and government affairs 
for the National Youth Advocate 
Program in Chicago, IL 

Colton Price, BA, works as the 
foundation gifts coordinator for the 
Mount Carmel Foundation in Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Sean Wright, MA/JD, is now a policy 
analyst, legal progress for the Center for 
American Progress in Washington, DC.

Wenjing Lu, MPA, is now working as 
an investiment assistant for SBI Private 
Fund in China.

Hannah Tyler, MPA, has accepted a 
position with the Ohio Environmental 
Council as director of marketing and 
communications.

Molly Hildebrand, MPA, has accepted 
a new position as finance manager at 
KIPP Columbus.

2014

Kenneth Blacks, MPA, has accepted 
an offer as a Presidential Management 
Fellow with the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development in DC starting 
in Mid-July. The PMF program is a 
prestigious two-year paid government 
fellowship sponsored by the Office 
of Personnel Management for recent 
graduate students in a United States 
government agency.

Eric Meyer, MPA, has accepted a 
new job as project manager for the 
Columbus Downtown Development 
Corporation/Capital South.
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2014
Glenn 
School
Leadership
Forum Rocket Fuel for  

Your Career

Plan to attend the 
Glenn School’s 
Leadership Forum, 
October 17, 2014
The Glenn School Leadership Forum is a one-day 

professional development conference for alumni, 

students and others working in the public 

administration field. The program includes 

current and emerging trends in public policy, 

administration and leadership.  To register and 

see a complete listing of planned speakers and 

breakout sessions, go to:   

glenn.osu.edu/rocket 
Early Bird Registration Deadline is August 29, 2014.


