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n DIALOGUE SERIES

The Glenn College is excited to announce a collaboration 
with WOSU Public Radio to offer a new platform for its 
monthly Dialogue series of provocative discussions about 
the most challenging issues facing the community. 

The new format was introduced on March 6 at the 
Fawcett Center Auditorium with NPR’s Sam Sanders, 
the host of “It’s Been a Minute,” who visited Columbus 
to lead the discussion with two of central Ohio’s most 
successful social entrepreneurs. Tanisha Robinson, CEO 
of BrewDog USA and Merry Korn, President and CEO 
of Pearl Interactive Network presented “The Age of 
Entrepreneurship: Making a Difference While Making a 
Profit,” and the risks and rewards of investing in central 
Ohio.

Asma Khalid, NPR political correspondent, hosted 
the May 24 event with state Senator Charleta Tavares 
(D-Columbus), Columbus Recreation and Parks 
Community Relations Chief Sophia Fifner and The Ohio 
State University Professor Wendy Smooth who discussed 
the gender gap in politics and whether or not women in 
Ohio will break barriers in upcoming elections.

The Glenn College is committed to inspiring and 
developing students to become leaders who can handle 
complex issues and make change a reality in civic life. 
Our mission compliments WOSU’s goal to enrich lives 
through unique experiences and content that informs and 
inspires.

Some of the recent Dialogue sessions included a three-
part series on the opioid crisis, gun violence and former 
FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler discussed net neutrality at 
the annual D.C. Dialogue event.

All of these discussions are available for viewing 
at glenn.osu.edu/dialogue.

Glenn College 
Announces 
Collaboration  
with WOSU

STOP, COLLABORATE AND LISTEN
Glenn College recently announced a partnership with local public 
radio affiliate WOSU to offer a new platform for their monthly 
dialogue series, which discusses key issues in the community.
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n RESEARCH IN ACTION

In an effort to bring evidence-
based analysis to the current Ohio 
gubernatorial campaign, the Glenn 
College released a trio of policy 
briefs on the state of Ohio’s economic 
health entitled “Toward a New Ohio” 
during a recent press conference 
at the Columbus Athletic Club. 
Glenn College distinguished adjunct 
professor and former state budget 
director Bill Shkurti and Dr. Fran 
Stewart of Ohio State’s Manufacturing 
Institute authored the reports.

The results chart Ohio’s economic 
deterioration over the last five 
decades, an assessment of the primary 
drivers of the decline — most notably 
automation — and twelve questions 
for each gubernatorial candidate about 
how best to advance Ohio’s economic 
position. The report does not offer a 
particular policy position, but rather it 
was released to enrich the debate for 
the 2018 governor’s race and other 

legislative elections by focusing on 
key campaign policy issues facing the 
state. 

“Ohio has witnessed a steady 
decline in its economic well-being 
because of losses of the manufacturing 
industry, compared to a nation as a 
whole, for more than 60 years,” said 
Shkurti. According to the report, 
Ohio’s 1953 per capita income was 9 
percent above the national average; 
it’s now 9 percent below. “This topic 
has vexed political leaders for the past 
four decades and there are no easy 
fixes or answers. If there were we 
would have found them.” 

This is where the “Twelve 
Questions” come into play as a 
resource for Ohio voters seeking 
candidates’ ideas for addressing the 
challenges facing Ohio’s economy. 
Shkurti and Stewart designed the 
questions as a guide for voters 
interested in assessing the level of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

candidates’ knowledge 
about needs of Ohioans 
and its workforce. 

Stewart, whose 
expertise is workforce 
development, gave an 

overview of the nature of Ohio’s job 
market. “Employee advocacy groups 
point to serious gaps between skills 
that employers need and the skills 
that Ohio workers have. But, there 
are a variety of state-level policy 
options that could improve the lives of 
Ohioans and meet the skills employers 
need, reward workers and propel the 
state’s economy.” The report also 
covers the additional societal issues 
contributing to the decline, such as 
the soaring opioid addiction and 
discontent voiced by white working-
class voters in the 2016 Presidential 
election for pushing these concerns 
more firmly onto the national agenda, 
raising fears of the nation polarizing 
into haves and have-nots.

Learn more and download the 
brief at glenn.osu.edu/toward- 
a-new-ohio.

New Report Outlines Economic Trends 
for Gubernatorial Candidates to Address
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TOWARD A NEW OHIO
Coauthors Bill Shkurti and 
Dr. Fran Stewart during a 
recent press conference 
held at the Columbus 
Athletic Club.
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1. What will be your priority for initiatives aimed at 
improving Ohio’s economy?

2. Governors of both parties have tried to stanch the 
relative decline of Ohio’s economy and return to the 
prosperous 1950s and ’60s. But to what extent can any 
state government, through either program initiatives or 
tax policy, exert a significant influence on the direction of 
a state’s economy?

3. Gov. Kasich has launched several initiatives designed 
to create more jobs and help Ohio businesses and 
workers. Which of these would you continue as is? Which 
ones would you continue but modify, and which ones 
might you abolish altogether?

4. Do you think Ohio’s energy, transportation, and water 
and sewer infrastructure is capable of supporting the 
state’s goals for economic growth? If not, what would you 
do to keep Ohio competitive in this regard, whether or not 
the federal government acts, and how should such efforts 
be paid for?

5. Do you think the current state tax structure is 
conducive to economic growth? If not, what would you 
do to change it?

6. Do you think targeted tax breaks and other financial 
incentives are appropriate tools for recruiting or retaining 
businesses? If so, do you see circumstances where costs 
might exceed benefits?

7. Do you support what is known as “right-to-work” 
legislation, which limits the ability of unions to collect 
dues or service fees from nonmembers?

8. What portion of Ohio workers do you think needs a 
bachelor’s degree or higher over the next 5 to10 years? 
What would you do to help achieve that goal, and who 
should pay for it?

9. What portion of Ohio workers do you think needs 
training beyond a high school diploma but less than a 
four-year degree (including apprenticeships)? What would 
you do to achieve that goal, and who should pay for it?

10. Should the state do more for “forgotten Ohio,” those 
communities outside of major metropolitan areas that are 
losing jobs and the many Ohioans who work in important 
but low-paying jobs?

11. What would you do to help Ohio employers deal with 
the challenge of finding workers who can pass a drug test, 
while still ensuring a safe workplace?

12. What are the most important policy issues regarding 
Ohio’s economy to be decided in Washington, D.C.? 
How would you go about making sure Ohio’s economic 
interests are effectively represented at the federal level?

We hope to enrich the debate over Ohio’s economic 
future by posing a series of questions to the hopefuls for 
governor in the 2018 election. These questions are also 

appropriate for legislative officials.

Twelve Questions for 
Ohio’s Next Governor
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The Glenn College has partnered 
with the Columbus City 
Council and Franklin County 

Commissioners Office to identify 
the reasons why the Franklin County 
Municipal Court processes the largest 
volume of eviction cases in the state of 
Ohio — reaching nearly 18,000 cases 
each year.

Doctoral student, Stephanie 
Pierce, is leading the study directed 
at evicted tenants, landlords and the 
consequences of forced moves are 
creating across the city. The new study 
examines tenant experiences and their 
perceptions of the causes, the effects 
of evictions on homelessness and the 
relation between incarceration and 

eviction. It is challenging traditional 
explanations of housing instability.

“This is the first time to roll 
out such a targeted study of the 
relationship between evictions and 
homelessness,” said Pierce. “We 
are looking at more structural, 
institutional and policy factors that 
have been ignored by academics and 
policymakers — it’s an underexplored 
pathway.”

 “Asking questions like, do they 
have networks that can prevent them 
from becoming homeless? Do they 
have an awareness of resources? What 
were some of the triggering events? 
Did anything suddenly happen that 
lead to eviction? I want to separate the 

Digging into  
Franklin County’s 
Eviction Crisis
n Story by DEIDRE WOODWARD



impoverished from homelessness,” 
said Pierce.

The initial report was completed 
by MPA student Kelsey Tschanen, 
whose capstone project contributed 
to establishing research feasibility. 
Tschanen conducted the 
preliminary in person interviews 
with individuals awaiting their 
eviction hearing at the Franklin 
County Municipal Court. 
“We knew that Columbus had 
an abnormally high rate of 
evictions, but without any more 
information on exactly who was 

getting evicted, we didn’t have 
the whole story,” said Tschanen. 
“We gathered details related to 
the tenant’s income, employment 
history, marital status, education 
history, prior eviction history and 
their personal explanation of the 
circumstances leading to their court 
appearance.”

“We 
knew that 
Columbus 
had an 
abnormally 
high rate of 
evictions, 
but without 
any more 
information 
on exactly 
who was 
getting 
evicted, we 
didn’t have 
the whole 
story.”
—KELSEY TSCHANEN
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Tschanen valued working on 
an issue deeply impacting her own 
community and strongly believes that 
the results of the work will have a 
positive impact in lowering the number 
of evictions in the future. “Having 
a real-world impact in my own 
community is the reason I chose to 
study public policy in the first place, so 
I am thrilled with the outcome of this 
project and excited to see where it goes 
from here.”

Currently, Pierce is meeting with 
elected officials, government officials, 
nonprofit leaders in the city, and 
service providers to align research 
questions with the issues affecting 
Franklin County. 

Mike Hochron, MPA ’15, policy 
director for Franklin County 
Commissioner Marilyn Brown, has 
been a part of this effort to reach 
priority issues. “We have met to 
identify key data to enhance the 
impact of the research,” said Hochron. 

“I’ve appreciated the direction of Ms. 
Pierce’s dissertation work — she has 
helped us apply a research-guided 
lens to advance the policy work of our 
office.”

Hochron also indicated they are 
seeing some early benefits of the 
study. “The announcement of the 
study has helped to catalyze other 
efforts and provided enthusiasm and 
support to tackle these issues with 
more intention. I’m proud to say 
that Franklin County has assisted 
dozens of families to maintain stable 
housing in just a few months since 
making targeted policy changes,” said 
Hochron.

Pierce expressed that the project 
has brought her great motivation and 
been an important personal reminder 
of the vast presence of this issue. 
Some of Pierce’s predictions of 
the immediate impacts of the study 
include the betterment of at risk 
screening tools, expansion of eviction 

emergency rent programs and creating 
more affordable housing options for 
those at risk for eviction.

“The phenomenon of evictions is 
very real and present in our society,” 
said Pierce. “When I first read 
Matthew Desmond’s book, “Evicted: 
Poverty and Profit in the American 
City”,  what struck me the most was 
that it seemed as though it must be set 
in another era. It is not. The hardships  
families face and the poor conditions 
in which they are forced to live are 
happening right now. Unraveling 
the role of eviction in contributing 
to and extending poverty is critical 
for understanding how we can do a 
better job designing policy to address 
poverty and homelessness.”

A new round of field interviews 
with a revised protocol will begin this 
summer.

For more information about the 
study contact Stephanie Pierce at 
pierce.576@buckeyemail.osu.edu.

 
REAL-WORLD IMPACT
Glenn College students Kelsey Tschanen 
and Stephanie Pierce (far left) have 
been studying the reasons why Franklin 
County has an abnormally high number 
of eviction cases. The Franklin County 
Municipal Court processes nearly 18,000 
eviction cases each year.



n AWARD RECIPIENTS

The Glenn College holds a special spring Pre-Commencement Ceremony for students 
separate from The Ohio State’s University’s Commencement Ceremony. It is a unique time 
for graduates, faculty and community members to be recognized by administration, faculty 
and peers for their accomplishments and successes.

The 2018 Glenn College’s  
Pre-Commencement Award Recipients

Outstanding 
Teaching 
Assistant Award 
— Graduate 
Level Courses
-AIDEN IRISH

Robert W. 
Backoff Research 
Award
-ALFREDO  
ROA-HENRIQUEZ

Mary K. Marvel 
Outstanding 
Graduate 
Teaching Award
-KIM YOUNG

Outstanding 
Undergraduate 
Teaching Award
-JOHN HORACK
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Outstanding 
Teaching 
Assistant Award
-JIN HONG KIM

Exemplary 
Community 
Service Award
-LAUREN SABO

Outstanding 
Graduate 
Capstone Paper 
Award — Client-
Based Project
-BRIAN 
STRZEMPKOWSKI

Outstanding 
Undergraduate 
Paper Award
-SARAH SOUDERS

Outstanding 
Graduate 
Capstone 
Paper Award 
— Traditional 
Research Paper
-ADAM WARREN

Outstanding 
Public Service 
Award
-STATE SENATOR 
CHARLETA 
TAVARES

Mary E. 
Katchmar 
Outstanding 
Service Award
-PATRICIA DOYLE
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n FACULTY ENGAGEMENT

Glenn College’s Historic Link
to TEDxOhioStateUniversity
FROM ITS BEGINNING, 
TEDxOhioStateUniversity has been 
intertwined with the John Glenn College 
of Public Affairs. Their motto of “ideas 
worth spreading” meshes well with 
the Glenn College’s goal of fostering a 
culture of engagement. Recently, Glenn 
College Professor Jos Raadschelders, 
the first Glenn College faculty member 
to give a TEDx talk, and one of only 
13 people selected for this year’s TEDx 
from the 120 who applied, gave a 
TEDxOhioStateUniversity talk about the 
reconceptualization of government. 

TEDx is a student-led event, started by 
Glenn College alumna Jordan Edelheit, 
BA ‘14, that brings people together to 
share a TED-like experience through video 
and live speakers to spark deep discussion 
and connection in a small-group setting. 
For Raadschelders, making it to the TEDx 
stage involved being paired with a content 
coach who helped him draw out the 
one idea to impart during the 12-minute 
presentations. Raadschelders’ coach 
happened to be a third-year Glenn College 
student Michael Watson, a public affairs 
major. “The process was a great reminder 
that I can always learn and gain personally 
from interacting with our students,” said 
Raadschelders.

The focus of Raadschelders talk was 
on the historic aspects of government, the 
importance of its existence and how it is 
indispensable. “The collective memory is 
inspired by experience with overbearing 
government. I wanted to offer a better 
understanding of the government’s role 
and position today,” said Raadschelders. 
“Politicians kiss babies, civil servants 
change the diapers really captures the 

n Story by DEIDRE WOODWARD
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essence of what government is — public 
service.”

Watson heard about the TEDx 
organization from a fellow dorm resident 
who encouraged him to apply. He 
attended the Involvement Fair that Ohio 
State offers to all students to learn more 
about campus activities and decided 
to submit an application. He landed 
an interview and was selected. After 
attending the national TEDx organization 
training boot camp, he was recommended 
for placement on the content committee. 
TEDxOhioStateUniversity is the only 
student-led TEDx in the country and one 

of five internationally. “Any student with 
interest can apply,” said Watson. “The 
best thing I did was to get involved — it’s 
a great social and academic mix.”

Watson also enjoys the unique 
challenge of collaborating with highly 
accomplished presenters. “It’s an 
interesting dynamic to work with such 
accomplished people,” said Watson. “The 
key is identifying the message and idea 
we want to spread — the gift is figuring 
that one thing out together.”

Raadschelders is not the first person 
Watson coached from the Glenn College 
to speak at TEDx. In 2016, he worked 
with Mikayla Bodey, BA ’16, who 
examined the concept of the rural brain 

drain in her talk “The Forgotten Rural 
America.” It presents the issue of young 
people moving out of rural communities  
for higher education, staying in the 
urban core for their careers, leaving rural 
communities without highly-educated 
business and civic leaders for the next 
generation. “The Glenn College is full 
of students, faculty and staff who bring 
a unique worldview to our learning 
environment. Students should consider 
sharing their research through TEDx as a 
way to kick-start further action to address 
a public problem,” said Bodey.

Bodey also appreciated the subject 

knowledge and personal drive that 
she and Watson shared going into the 
experience. “Glenn College students 
are always dedicated to their mission, 
so working with Michael was both 
encouraging and challenging. Michael 
understood the underlying policy issues 
I was discussing, which allowed him to 
advise me on making them digestible for 
a general audience.” Bodey’s talk went 
on to be featured on the TEDx national 
platform.

TEDxOhioStateUniversity founder 
and Glenn College alumna Jordan 
Edelheit, who earned a BA in nonprofit 
management, is now working with 
Healing Broken Circles in collaboration 

with Marion Correctional Institution. 
This position allows her to continue 
spreading ideas by sparking impactful 
policy discussions affecting the state 
through cocurating and organizing 
TEDxMarionCorrectional. This was 
the first TEDx event held at an adult 
correctional facility with the theme 
revolving around social justice and 
incarceration. Guests included 150 
outside visitors and 150 inmates who 
attended a full day event in the prison 
featuring 17 speakers and performers. To 
gain a better understanding of the event, 
visit go.osu.edu/CWGq.

Another outstanding Glenn College 
alumna connected to the TEDx 
organization is Sarah Nerad, MPA ‘15. 
The 2017 Glenn College Young Alumni 
Awardee has become an inspiration due 
to her work as an addiction treatment 
and recovery advocate — she is a person 
in long-term recovery since 2007. Her 
TEDx story can be found at go.osu.edu/
CWGv.

For more information about 
TEDxOhioStateUniversity or ways you 
can participate in spreading ideas worth 
sharing, please visit tedx.osu.edu.

To view Mikayla Bodey’s TEDx Talk, 
visit go.osu.edu/CWGz.

“A Reconceptualization of 
Government” by Jos C.N. Raadschelders, 
can be viewed at, go.osu.edu/CWG5.

—MICHAEL WATSON

The key is 
identifying the 
message and 
idea we want to 
spread — the gift 
is figuring that one 
thing out together.

Professor Raadschelders (right) with his TEDx content coach, Glenn College student 
Michael Watson.  



n EIPS AWARD
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Joe Biden receives 2018 Excellence 
in Public Service Award

Former Vice President Joe Biden received the John Glenn 
College of Public Affairs’ 2018 Excellence in Public Service Award 
for his commitment to citizenship and public leadership at the 
National Press Club in Washington, D.C., on July 11. 

Vice President Biden’s career exemplifies unparalleled life-
long leadership by an elected official. This dedication to public 
service has continued after his term in office through a number 
of initiatives, including the Biden Institute at the University of 
Delaware where he continues to influence, shape and work to solve 
the most pressing domestic policy issues facing America today.

When introducing Biden, Sen. Sherrod Brown said “It’s not 
a historic act of heroism but a thousand little things that build 
character, treating everyone with dignity and respect. That’s  Joe 
Biden, that’s why he has earned this award... the respect he shows 
everyone is why Joe Biden is the model for public service.”

In accepting the award Biden quoted Sen. John Glenn, 
“happiness is born out of a sense of purpose,” he told the more than 
200 people attending the ceremony. “That is everything John Glenn 
stood for...  John Glenn is America, everything he stood for is what 

made us who we are.” 
Before the presentation, Biden spent time with the 36 Ohio State 

students in the Glenn College’s Washington Academic Internship 
Program discussing public service. In his remarks, Biden called 
upon the students to think about running for office saying “duty, 
honor, country, we use these phrases so often they come off as trite. 
There is nothing trite about them. This school [Glenn College] 
matters... you are the reason why I am hopeful.”

The Excellence in Public Service Award is the John Glenn 
College of Public Affairs’ most prestigious celebration of public 
service. For 30 years the award has been presented each summer 
during a ceremony in Washington, D.C. and honors individuals 
who have a distinguished history of public service that led to 
more effective public administration. Drawing on the vision and 
achievements of Sen. John Glenn, honorees reflect the ideals of our 
mission and inspire others to serve.

To watch a video of Biden’s speech, visit 
glenn.osu.edu
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Past EIPS Award Recipients
2017 James Mattis, U.S. Secretary of 
Defense

2016 Tom Wheeler, Chairman; Federal 
Communications Commission

2015 Pat Tiberi, Member, U.S. House of 
Representatives

2014 Richard Cordray, Director; Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau

2013 Erskin Bowles and Alan Simpson, 
Co-Chairs; National Commission on Fiscal 
Responsibility and Reform

2012 Charles F. Bolton, Jr., Administrator; 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration

2011 John Boehner, Speaker; U.S House of 
Representatives

2010 Michelle Rhee, Chancellor of the 
District of Columbia Public Schools

2009 Tom Carper, Member; U.S. Senate

2008 Rob Portman, Member; U.S. Senate

2007 Sherrod Brown, Member; U.S. 
Senate

2006 Leonard L. Haynes, III, 
Director; Fund for the Improvement of 
Postsecondary Education

2005 Thomas E. Mann, W. Averell 
Harriman Chair; The Brookings Institution

2002 George V. Voinovich, Member, U.S. 
Senate

2001 Dan L. Crippen, Director, U.S. 
Congressional Budget Office

1998 Mike Dewine,  Member, U.S. Senate

1997 Thomas D. Lambros, Former Chief 
Justice; U.S District Court, Northern of Ohio

1996 Donna Shalala, Secretary; U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services

1995 John R. Kasich, Member; U.S. House 
of Representatives

1994 John Glenn, Member; U.S. Senate

1992 Howard Metzenbaum, Member; U.S. 
Senate

1991 Constance Berry Newman, Director; 
U.S. Office of Personnel Management

1990 Charles A. Bowsher, Comptroller 
General of the United States

1989 Robert D. Reischauer, Director; U.S. 
Congressional Budget Office

1988 L. Bruce Laingen, Executive Director; 
National Commission on the Public Service

Before the ceremony, Vice President Biden met with the Ohio State students in the 
Glenn College’s Washington Academic Internship Program.

Biden greets David Glenn, John Glenn’s son. 

The Ohio State University President Michael V. Drake, Sen. Sherrod Brown, Joe Biden 
and Glenn College Dean Trevor Brown.
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n EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

The John Glenn College of Public 
Affairs has many overlapping 
educational programs and 

partnerships that reinforce our 
research efforts, expand our response 
to community needs and build the 
college’s capacity to effect change.

The Ohio Education Research 
Center (OERC), which is housed and 
coordinated through the Glenn College, 
strengthens the college’s ability to 
connect our innovative and cutting-
edge academic research to the most 
pressing emerging challenges of today. 
The center’s focus is to make research 
work for education by linking data 
resources to community groups, partner 

universities, research organizations and 
government entities.

The OERC has established a 
competitive educational option for 
Glenn College students and improving 
some of their ongoing technology 
projects. Last year the center 
introduced the Public 
Sector Data Science 
Internship Program 
developed by OERC 
Director Dr. Josh 
Hawley for students 
to discover the exciting 
work that the OERC and 
its affiliate partners are engaged in, 
while offering practical experience 

with the theory they learn in the 
classroom.

“We received very positive feedback 
from our hosting agencies and two of 
the four students continued working 
for their placement agency after the 

internship period,” said Dr. Lauren 
Porter, OERC research manager. 

“It’s been so successful and 
generated enough community 
interest that we have another 
state agency option and 

placed five interns this year.”
At present, interns are 

analyzing the effects of low-
income housing on neighborhoods, 
studying the College Credit Plus 

Public Sector Data Internship Program 
Helps Make Research Work for Education

GREAT EXPECTATIONS
Dr. Josh Hawley with 2018 Summer 
Internship Cohort
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experience and how it impacts college 
enrollment and completion, tracking 
the outcomes of various pathways 
taken by veterans in Ohio following 
their separation from the military and 
investigating employment disparities 
for disabled Ohioans.

Stacy George is an incoming third 
year student studying public policy 
and economics. She was one of 
the students selected for this year’s 
cohort. George has a background in 
qualitative data research centered 
around the study of community 
identities within Ohio and abroad. 
She will be analyzing data for the 
Ohio Housing Finance Agency to 
understand the effects of low-income 
housing on neighborhoods.

“This internship provides a training 
on tools used in the data industry, 
a professional support network and 
opportunity to pilot a professional 
work schedule,” said George. “My 
goal is to work as a data consultant 
for public agencies,” said George. 
“Having a working knowledge of 
programs such as R, Python, GIS, and 
STATA is a considerable head start 
to succeeding in such a career. I have 
found that my passion is pursuing 
facts and applying the knowledge 
gained to a well-constructed 
implementation of next steps. I am 
excited to see what the world of 
big data has in-store for this little 
buckeye.”

Interns will individually present 
their final research findings to over 
twenty decision makers from Ohio 
Department of Education, Ohio 
Department of Job and Family 
Services, Ohio Housing Finance 
Agency, Ohio Department of Higher 
Education, and Opportunities for 
Ohioans with Disabilities.

In addition to the internship 
program the OERC partnered with 
Ohio Analytics to develop visually 

engaging and functional data-dashboard technology for a wide range of clients. The 
data is organized on three dashboards measuring workforce success, serving as a 
workforce supply tool and offering a clearer picture of where we are as a region 
with producing job ready graduates. 
 
Learn more at oerc.osu.edu

This internship provides a 
training on tools used in the data 
industry, a professional support 
network and opportunity to pilot a 
professional work schedule.

—STACY GEORGE
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n POLICY ANALYSIS—AAAS

Glenn College Student Reframes Role in Effecting 
Science Policy After Being Selected for National 
CASE Workshop in D.C.

Glenn College public policy analysis major Natalie Hurst was 
one of four students selected to represent the Battelle Center 
for Science, Engineering and Public Policy at the Glenn 
College and The Ohio State University for the 5th annual 
CASE Workshop: Catalyzing Advocacy for Science and 
Engineering, March 18-21, in Washington, D.C.

The CASE Workshop, hosted by the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, offered presentations on the 
role of science in policymaking, an introduction to the federal 
budget and appropriations process and discussed tools for 
effective science communication and civic engagement.

Hurst said that prior to attending the workshop she viewed 
federal science policy as an abstract concept and was unclear 
how she could impact it personally. “Having the opportunity 
to hear personal testimonies from federal legislators, federal 
office staff and employees of AAAS about some of the work 
happening in science policy reframed how I can effect policy 
change,” said Hurst. “It provided me with personal confidence 
to recognize my role as an advocate for inclusive and equitable 
science policy.”

Industry experts presented testimony regarding threats to 
future science policy. Hurst was surprised when disparities 
within the STEM field were not mentioned as a top concern. 
“I was very surprised that a lack of diversity in the field 
was not identified as a threat,” said Hurst. “Women, people 
of color and students from low-income households remain 
underrepresented in STEM careers — as policy advocates 
we must work together to understand and overcome these 
inequalities.”

Hurst applied some of the concepts she learned during 
an open floor meeting with federal legislatures where she 
advocated the importance of maintaining federal funding 
and research. “I feel sincere gratitude for being provided 
the opportunity to attend such a well-organized, informative 
workshop,” said Hurst. “It helped me recognize that working 
on Capitol Hill is much more appealing to me than I originally 
thought.”

Students from any discipline are invited to participate 
in new, unique experiential learning forums, simulations 
and workshop offerings through the Battelle Center’s new 
Student Communities of Practice and Engagement (SCOPE) 
professional training programs. 

 For more information, visit batellecenter.org

GAME CHANGER
Public policy major 
Natalie Hurst (left) with 
her cohort at the CASE 
Workshop.

Making Science Policy Connections

Sam Malloy, a second year Glenn 
College MPA student, is part of a 
three-person team that has won second 
place globally in the 2018 NASPAA-
Batten Student Simulation Competition 
— the largest-ever student simulation 
competition in higher education. Malloy 
and his teammates — Kerry Edinger 
from the University of Oregon and 
Jil Heimensen from Portland State 
University — will each receive $500 
from the University of Virginia’s 
Batten School’s Center for Leadership 
Simulation and Gaming (CLSG) and 
NASPAA.

This year’s competition connected 
more than 500 students from 159 
universities and 27 countries through 
computer-based simulated game play at 
15 global host sites.

The teams were evaluated on 
simulation scores, negotiation skills, 
and presentations made to regional site 
judges, who selected 22 regional winners. 
Malloy’s team had previously taken first 
place at the regional event held at the 
University of Washington in March.

A panel of prominent “super judges” 
then determined the global winners: 
one first-place team from San José State 

University, Malloy’s team tied for second 
place with a team from Arizona State 
University, and one third-place team. A 
full list of winning teams, including the 
special category winners, is available on 
the NASPAA-Batten Student Simulation 
Competition website.

The simulation, developed by 
experts at the CLSG and backed by 
extensive real-world data, placed 
competing students in leadership roles 
within a fast-paced environment where 
they worked together to minimize the 
impact of a deadly infectious disease. 

Students worked in 
teams representing 
four fictitious countries 
and assumed a variety 
of high-ranking roles, 
from the prime minister 
to minister of public 
health, as they navigated 
difficult policy decisions 
and their potential 
outcomes.

“This is the only 
global simulation in 
public policy education I 
know of that brings grad 
students together from 
all different countries 
to address a common 
policy problem and learn 
from each other,” said 
NASPAA Executive 
Director Laurel 

McFarland. “Our hope is they will 
graduate and go out into the real world 
in a year or two with a heightened 
understanding of global health 
insecurity and a desire to contribute to 
its eradication wherever they might end 
up working.”

In the coming months, the CLSG 
will devise a classroom version of 
the simulation and make it available 
free of charge for the next three years. 
NASPAA will distribute the free 
classroom version to its 300 member 
schools.

MPA Student Sam 
Malloy Among Global 
Winners of the 2018 
NASPAA-Batten Student 
Simulation Competition
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n NEWS MAKERS
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ROB GREENBAUM 
Rob Greenbaum’s paper authored 
with colleague Daniele Bondonio 
is available on the website of the 
Journal of Regional Science. The 
paper “Natural Disasters and Relief 
Assistance: Empirical Evidence on 
the Resilience of U.S. Counties using 
Dynamic Propensity Score Matching” 
applies dynamic propensity score 
matching to multiple cohorts of U.S. 
counties between 1989 and 1999 
to examine their resilience to rare 
natural disasters.

Counties affected by these 
disasters were sorted based on 
disaster intensity and matched 
to similar counties that did not 
experience a disaster. A difference-in-
difference estimator compares trends 
of affected counties’ post-disaster 
business establishments, employment 
and payroll to counterfactual trends in 
the matched counties. 

All affected counties experienced 
short-run drops in economic activity 
that was particularly noticeable 
in higher-intensity disasters. 
Longer run, the less distressed 
counties were able to return to their 
estimated counterfactual trends, 
but the counties with lower pre-
disaster socioeconomic conditions 
still lagged in growth, particularly 
when the disasters were lower-
intensity. This may be an indication 
that counties need to be more self-
reliant subsequent to less severe 
disasters, and their paper argues that 
policymakers can use this information 
to better prepare responses to future 
disasters.

To learn more, visit onlinelibrary.
wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/
jors.12379.

CAROLINE WAGNER
Professor Caroline Wagner has been 
named to the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences Committee on 
International Scientific Partnerships for 
2018-2020 and named to be the Chair 
of the National Science Foundation’s 
committee on Network of Networks 
Advisory Committee.

JOS RAADSCHELDERS 
Professor Jos Raadschelders has won 
the 2017 Laverne Burchfield Award 
for his article in Public Administration 
Review (PAR) entitled, “The United 
States of America as Rechtsstaat: State 
and Administrative Law as Key to 
Understanding the Administrative State.” 
Named for the longtime managing editor 
of the Public Administration Review, the 
award honors authors of the best PAR 
book review for the volume year.

Learn more at doi.org/10.1111/
puar.12763.

JILL CLARK AND HONGTAO YI
Jill Clark and Hongtao Yi on being 
recommended to the Board of Trustees 
for promotion and tenure to the rank of 
associate professor.

RUSSELL HASSAN  
AND JONGSOO PARK
Professor Russell Hassan and Jongsoo 
Park, PhD ‘16, have a new paper, 
“Does the Influence of Empowering 
Leadership Trickle Down? Evidence 
from Law Enforcement Organizations,” 
in the Journal of Public Administration 
Research and Theory.

Learn more at academic.oup.com/
jpart/article-abstract/28/2/212/4827882.

AMANDA GIRTH (Pictured above)
Professor Amanda Girth (third from 
the left) presented before the U.S. 
House Committee on Small Business 
in Washington, D.C. The committee, 
led by Congressman Steve Chabot, 
sought to explore the challenges faced 
by midsized businesses in the federal 
procurement market. Girth was invited to 
share findings from the research she and 
Dean Trevor Brown are conducting on 
the effects of set aside policies on small 
and midsized suppliers. Girth reported 
preliminary findings from their research, 
which shows that over a ten-year period, 
the vast majority of suppliers in their 
study remain small businesses and few 
successfully transition to the middle 
market.

Faculty Notes
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Glenn College professor Noah Dormady recently 
participated in the Building Resilient Communities 
in a Changing Climate forum hosted by The Ohio 
State University and the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission. The forum featured presentations and topics 
covering the factors and statistics behind climate change, 
climate impacts on public health, public infrastructure and 
city planning.

Dormady, who co-authored the study “Powering 
Tomorrow: Energy Infrastructure Changes,” presented and 
served as an expert panelist during a discussion on energy 
production and supply including deregulation, emissions 
targets, aggregation, the smart grid and consumer actions. 

Dormady’s study found that Ohio’s restructured 
electricity market has cost households at least $1 billion 
since 2009. “In the last 8 years, electricity bills have not 
decreased despite the natural gas boom,” said Dormady. 
“Generation companies recover lost revenues through riders 
that reroute the money to their own deregulated affiliated 
companies.”

The report’s recommendations led Ohio legislatures to 
introduce House Bill 247, which would require utilities 
to divest power plants so consumers are no longer on the 
hook, said Dormady. Municipal aggregation law in Ohio 

allows communities to contract with competitive suppliers 
on behalf of residents — this practice can be a risk to 
consumers. 

“Policymakers must be conscientious about protecting 
consumers with smart meters and a smart grid. When 
consumers don’t know how to dial it down at peak — higher 
priced — times, we have a real public policy problem 
if we’re telling mothers they can’t cook dinner for their 
children until the price drops,” Dormady.

Panelists also addressed the reasons behind Ohio placing 
third in the nation for outage frequencies. Weather, age and 
deterioration are all factors. Dormady stated one answer is 
to engage private enterprises. 

“Reinvestment by private enterprises, rather than 
purchasing insurance to cover failures, should be the focus,” 
Dormady. “There is an 18.7-to-1 return by investing in their 
own firms and people. Insurance is not necessarily the most 
cost-effective option.”

Ways communities can contribute to lowering costs and 
loss prevention were also discussed with panelist members 
agreeing community buy-in is key. 

 For more information about the forum, visit  
oee.osu.edu

Glenn College Expert Addresses 
Energy Infrastructure Challenges

ASK THE EXPERTS
Glenn College 
professor Noah 
Dormady (pictured 
far right), who co-
authored the study 
“Powering Tomorrow: 
Energy Infrastructure 
Changes,” recently 
particpated in the 
Building Resilient 
Communities in a 
Changing Climate 
forum.

Photo by OEE 
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n FACULTY NOTES

In June of 1971, at a time when 
the nation was sharply divided 
about the Vietnam War, Doug 

Jones, former Senator Mike Gravel’s 
legislative aide, received a phone call 
that placed him inside the historical 
series of events that sealed the right to 
fully publish top-secret documents that 
had been leaked about America’s true 
role in the war effort.

“I answered the phone just after 10 
p.m. and was asked by Senator Gravel 
to come to his home — the only thing 
I was told was to bring a toothbrush,” 
said Jones, professor emeritus at 
the John Glenn College of Public 
Affairs. Jones was unaware that Ben 
Bagdikian, of The Washington Post, 
had just delivered the Pentagon Papers 
to Gravel at a secret drop-off in front 
of the Mayflower Hotel in downtown 
Washington, D.C.

“When I arrived on the senator’s 

doorstep, he greeted me with his plans 
to release the Pentagon Papers and 
asked me if I was in, while assuring 
me that he would fully understand if 
I chose not to.  Without hesitation, I 
answered yes. I had crossed over from 
supporting the war long before facing 
this choice. In retrospect, sometimes 
when you are in public service 
staff positions, there can be a brush 
with history that you inadvertently 
participate that is comprised of high-
drama circumstances and usually an 
ethical dilemma. This was one of those 
times,” Jones said.

The political movie thriller “The 

Post” depicts the true events related 
to The Washington Post’s attempts to 
publish classified documents leaked 
by Department of Defense Analyst 
Daniel Ellsberg. During the time that 
The Washington Post and The New 
York Times were under a federal court 
injunction from printing portions of 
the unauthorized copies and were 
awaiting the Supreme Court arguments, 
Ellsberg began looking for an alternate 
way to publish the information and 
connected with Gravel after offering 
the documents to several other senators.

Gravel turned to Jones and a few of 
his administrative staff members for 

Professor Doug Jones 
Helped Aide Public Release 
of Pentagon Papers

Photo by Kevin Stankiewicz/The Lantern
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help with deciding whether and how 
to exercise his right of congressional 
privilege and disclose the contents of 
the Pentagon Papers by reading them 
into the record on the Senate floor. 
They worked throughout the night 
weighing the pros and cons of releasing 
the information, redacting names of 
CIA agents and others and collating 
the several thousand papers into useful 
order.

“The obvious concern was about it 
being a top-secret document, but we 
didn’t think much about the personal 
consequences. We knew it was risky 
and that we would be criticized, but we 
all agreed it must get out to the public,” 
Jones stated.

“Downsides to the idea were that 
public release in this fashion could be 
viewed as a stunt and that his Alaskan 
constituents might react very poorly 
given the state’s conservative bent 
and the federal government’s large 
footprint of military bases and other 
facilities. More persuasive were the 
arguments in favor, which included 
the need to expose the true nature 
of the government’s conduct of the 
war,  Congress as a coequal branch of 
government and not subordinate to the 
executive branch and if the pending 
court action should rule against the 
newspaper it would be much harder to 
then release the Papers,” Jones said.

Jones stated that the group knew 
they were on the edge of high drama 
where the Senate Republicans were 
determined to block the release of the 
information by a succession of quorum 
calls making it difficult for him to get 
to the floor. “Gravel was very junior 
and less practiced in parliamentary 
maneuver, so we knew there was a big 
chance this effort would not succeed,” 
Jones said.

Gravel saw that an alternate 
plan was now necessary. Assistants 
were sent to slip notices underneath 

the doors of his subcommittee 
members to announce that Gravel 
would be convening a hearing in his 
subcommittee office that evening to 
receive testimony from Congressman 
John Dow of New York.

Dow’s testimony was linked to 
legitimate Senate business based 
on war-related lack of funds to 
meet his needs for public buildings. 
Gravel opened the hearing, called 
on Representative Dow for his brief 
remarks and then began reading 
remarks from the Pentagon Papers. 
It did not take long for the word to 
spread.

“During opening remarks, I stepped 
out of the proceedings to take a call 
from CBS News correspondent Roger 
Mudd,” Jones said. “Roger told me 
that he had heard something was going 
on and wondered what Mike was up 
to and said he was on his way over to 
cover the story.” Soon reporters were 
everywhere.

Gravel went on to read from 
the document for 3 hours and in a 
dramatic ending, at around 2 a.m., 
he became tearful and was unable to 
continue from the extreme stress of the 
moment. At this point, he procedurely 
asked for unanimous consent to enter 
the rest of his testimony the Pentagon 
Papers into the public record.

The following day, the Supreme 
Court’s New York Times Co. vs. 
United States decision ruled in favor 
of the newspapers making it possible 
for The New York Times and The 
Washington Post to publish the then-
classified Pentagon Papers without 
risk of government censorship or 
punishment. Gravel and his staff were 
declared protected through senatorial 

immunity following a Department of 
Justice and grand jury investigation.

Jones shares the widely held 
view that the publication of the 
Pentagon Papers helped shorten the 
Vietnam War. Other lasting impacts 
are reflected through subsequent 
controversies — Edward Snowden, 
WikiLeaks, Chelsea Manning and 
Senator Dianne Feinstein’s recent 
release of the full testimony of 
the founder of the company that 
compiled the Trump Russia dossier. 
The ripple effect from the Pentagon 
Papers era has had broad reach, 
including teaching the Gravel case in 
constitutional law classes around the 
country.

To view the Dialogue session 
led by Dr. Jones, please visit   
glenn.osu.edu/dialogue.

IMPORTANT WORK
Mike Gravel (right) was responsible for 
reading the top-secret document during 
the subcommittee meeting in his office.
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What do you know now that you wished you knew  
when you were beginning your studies?
 That school was just the beginning of the learning and that 
I would learn so much more on the job, from my own work, 
the work of my colleagues and collaborating on work with 
my colleagues. For instance, I realize looking back that I 
was just scratching the surface when I was taking statistics 
and econometrics courses as a graduate student. But my 
understanding of statistics and econometrics increased 
substantially when I started working on revenue forecasts in 
Indiana and applying the concepts and techniques I was really 
and truly just introduced to in my graduate courses.
 
Why did you decide to enter your field?
The answer is rather utilitarian. I graduated from college in 
1982 when unemployment was above 10 percent. I chose to 
pursue an MPA degree because graduate school seemed like 
a good alternative to looking for work during a recession. The 
MPA curriculum and degree looked like something that would 
translate into professional skills that I assumed would help me 
get a job. I had an interest in political science and economics as 
an undergraduate and developed a particular interest in the study 
of legislatures and the legislative process. As an MPA student, 
however, I got really interested in public finance and policy 
analysis. Sure enough, the MPA degree helped me snag a job as 
an analyst with the Arkansas legislature and I was assigned to 
the tax committees in the Senate and House. That intersection 
of conducting budget and fiscal research and analysis in the 
legislative process really did it for me. So, I haven’t strayed very 
far from that kind of work over the last 30 years.
 
What led you back to the Glenn College?
I have a number of reasons for returning to Columbus and The 
Ohio State University and joining the Glenn College faculty. 
I enjoyed my time as a PhD student at Ohio State (with the 
exception of exams and the dissertation defense) and I enjoyed 
living and working in Columbus. I’m looking forward to the 

campus experience that the Glenn College and Ohio State 
will bring. But teaching future public service professionals 
and providing training and instruction to public officials is the 
big attraction for me. For many years now, I’ve been a full-
time fiscal analyst or manager and only a part-time teacher. 
With the Glenn College, I have the opportunity to focus my 
energies full time on teaching and guiding students in subjects 
that I enjoy and with which I have a great deal of experience. 
I’m really looking forward to passing on what knowledge I 
have relating to public budgeting and finance, forecasting, 
the policy process and other topics to students at the Glenn 
College. I’m also excited about the opportunity to continue to 
provide information and training to public officials through the 
State of Ohio Leadership Institute (SOLI). I will admit though 
the football games, basketball games and summers when the 
weather is nice and campus is quiet are also great reasons to 
return.
 

What changes do you see on the horizon in your 
discipline?
I’ll steer clear of federal government budget and financial 
problems. Relative to budgeting and finance at the state and 
local government levels, I think more emphasis on long-term 
solutions to significant and potentially significant financial 
issues is coming. These issues include budget balance and 
budget sustainability; long-term revenue growth from major 
taxes like the sales tax and the income tax; reforming major 
taxes so that they fit or work appropriately in the current 
economy; reasonable financing of infrastructure repairs and 
improvements; continued funding of pension and other post-
retirement benefit liabilities and, frankly, long-term changes 
to state and local pension plans; the potential for increasing 
spending by states on Medicaid to eat into other programmatic 
spending (e.g. K-12 education, higher education, other public 
welfare programs) and even impact state credit ratings; and 
federal retrenchment from spending on infrastructure, education, 
and health and welfare programs, in particular, Medicaid.

The John Glenn College of Public Affairs is delighted to announce that Dr. Jim 
Landers will be joining the faculty as the Enarson Fellow in Public Budgeting and 
Financial Management this fall. Landers, who received his PhD from The Ohio State 
University’s School of Public Policy and Management — a forerunner to the Glenn 
College — in 1996, also earned an MPA degree from the University of Arkansas, Little 
Rock. He has been a lecturer at the Glenn College and at Northwestern University 
and an associate faculty member at Indiana University’s School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs.

Welcome Jim Landers

What drew you to this field?
I have always been interested in the public sector and 
making an impact in my community. My life experiences 
have instilled within me the importance of values such 
as equality and fairness, diversity and inclusion and 
community service. My specific interests in criminal 
justice were sparked from having witnessed the collateral 
consequences of involvement with the justice system. 
However, it was during my undergraduate years where I 
realized that solely providing direct services to help others 
was no longer gratifying. Rather, I yearned for a deeper 
understanding of societal problems and to analyze, if not 
inspire, solutions. I knew I wanted to conduct research 
that had practical implications and that solved real-world 
problems. I found that in the realm of public service lied the 
power to ignite and facilitate change at micro-, meso- and 
macro-levels within society.

What has your academic path been like?
I have an interdisciplinary academic background. I 
completed my undergraduate studies at the University 
of Miami (UM) and received a Bachelor of Science in 
education with a major in human and social development, a 
double major in criminology, and a minor in communication 
studies. In the human and social development major, I 
was enrolled in the community and program development 
track, which piqued my interest in community relations and 
organizational behavior. On the other hand, my interest in 
criminal justice dates back to my days in prelaw magnet 
programs throughout middle and high school. My plan 
after completing my undergraduate degree was to attend 
law school. However, my mentor at UM, Dr. Laura Kohn-
Wood, got me involved in her research lab and convinced 
me to consider pursuing a PhD instead. I received my 
PhD in public affairs with a Master of Science in criminal 
justice en route from the Department of Public Policy and 
Administration at Florida International University.

Can you tell us a little about your work?
My core research interests relate to organizational behavior, 
public service delivery and criminal justice management. 
At the intersection of these interests, there have been two 
main questions that have guided my research. First, is 
investigating the interface between local governments and 
the community in order to understand how the bureaucracy 
shapes its relationship with the public it serves. Second, 
is identifying and assessing how various factors impact 
outcome disparities and inequities in public service delivery. 
These two questions have manifested through a variety 
of research topics, such as investigating organizational 
determinants of police-community relations, assessing 
dispositional outcomes of citizen complaints, examining 
police attitudes and behavior, conducting program 
evaluations (e.g., police body-worn cameras) and studying 
policy implementation (e.g., the Florida “stand your ground” 
law). 

How will you be putting your research to work locally?
It is my desire to use research to impact public policy and 
practice. That being said, it is very important for the work 
that I do to not only have practical implications but to 
also address important problems in the public sector. Thus 
far, I have incorporated government agencies, nonprofit 
organizations and the community at large throughout my 
research. I am interested in using the Glenn College’s 
preexisting collaborations and partnerships within the 
community as an avenue to continue actively conducting 
applied and engaged research. I am looking forward to 
utilizing my research to work with in-house programs such 
as the Glenn College’s Public Safety Leadership Academy 
and the Management Advancement for the Public Service. 
I am also very much interested in building relationships 
with local police departments and communities in order to 
address organizational challenges, evaluate programs and 
services and improve police-community relations.

Dr. Andrea Headley joins us this fall and will teach courses in criminal justice 
and public affairs. Headley earned her PhD in public affairs and master’s in 
criminal justice from Florida International University’s Department of Public 
Administration and received a BS in education with a minor in communication 
studies from the University Miami. Her research centers on organizational 
behavior, public service delivery and criminal justice management.

Welcome Andrea Headley

  SPRING / SUMMER 2018 l JOHN GLENN COLLEGE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS  23



n NEW TO GLENN THE COLLEGE

24  JOHN GLENN COLLEGE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS l SPRING / SUMMER 2018

How did you decide the focus of your research? 
I study environmental politics and policy, and especially 
the increasing use of markets and market-like instruments 
as regulatory tools. I was initially drawn to the seemingly 
paradoxical features of these approaches. Markets and 
economic activity more broadly, after all, are often understood 
as the root cause of modern environmental problems. 
Unregulated or poorly regulated markets have led to the clear-
cutting of forests, to the devastating depletion of fish stocks 
and, as we are increasingly aware, to the world-changing 
emission of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide and methane 
— indeed, levels of greenhouse gas pollution basically rise 
and fall to the rhythm of modern market economies. So a 
seemingly paradoxical questions arises: How on Earth can 
we expect to use markets in nature, loosely defined, to protect 
nature from markets — especially when markets themselves 
are so closely linked to environmental harm?

Questions like that were the initial hook into my research. 
Now, the deeper I get into it, the more that even more 
basic questions about institutional and regulatory change, 
organizational and administrative politics and the politics of 
environmental protection itself drive my research. In short, 
trying to understand the seemingly paradoxical use of markets 
as regulatory tools turned out to be the entry point into much 
bigger questions about regulation, governance, and social 
institutions and organizations in a general sense — especially 
insomuch as these areas of inquiry bear on environmental 
problems and concerns.

What are some of your aspirations for inside the 
classroom while teaching at the Glenn College?
That’s simple. I want to give students the intellectual and 
practical tools they need to understand complex social 
problems and to work towards their solutions; and I want them 
to come away with a big-picture understanding of how hard 
and also how important it is to do that work.

How do you engage students?
As much as possible, I try to link my teaching to contemporary, 
real-world problems that confront all of us — often in different 
ways via different avenues, depending on our individual 
backgrounds and life experiences — but that nonetheless 
matter across individuals in real life today. A wide range of 
environmental problems obviously fit that bill, but so do 
many others. At the same time, I always strive to find ways to 

help myself and my students 
confront our own assumptions 
and oversimplifications about 
“the way the world works.” 
Politics and policy and the 
social world that swirls around 
them are incredibly complex; 
digging in to confront and 
grapple with that complexity 
is not easy, but I find that to 
a curious mind, it is almost 
inherently engaging to try. The 

payoff can be huge: There is nothing quite like realizing that the 
way you thought the world works is not the way it really does. I 
try to create as many of those moments for students possible.

How would you describe your teaching style?
I think of myself as a passionate and engaged teacher who wants 
to find ways to turn learning over to students themselves at 
every turn — that is, to make my classrooms student-centered. 
I try to find moments for students to discuss and dig into issues 
amongst themselves; where possible I try to leave the “sage on 
the stage” model of higher education aside, and to instead move 
around the room engaging with students in smaller groups or in 
thoughtful discussions. When and where I can meaningfully do 
it, I also try to create opportunities for the students themselves to 
become the teachers, via presentations or student-led activities 
and so on. Sometimes it is a challenge to live up to my own 
pedagogical expectations, but I try to as much as I can.

Chris Rea has joined the faculty at the Glenn College in partnership with 
The Ohio State University’s Sustainable and Resilient Economy Discovery 
program. He completes his dissertation at the University of California, Los 
Angeles and will spend a year at Brown University as a Voss Postdoctoral 
Research Associate in Environment and Society before beginning his full-time 
position at the Glenn College during the 2019-2020 academic year.

Welcome Chris Rea

Rea’s research 
explores the political 
dynamics of market 
economies, institutional 
and organizational 
change, economic and 
environmental regulation 
and the politics and 
production of scientific 
knowledge.

n NEW INITIATIVES
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The Glenn College Alumni Society spearheaded the 
launch of a new blog space called Alumni Insights. Alumni 
Insights is a platform for Glenn College alumni to amplify 
the good work they are doing by sharing their views and 
expertise on a wide array of topics.

The Glenn College is fortunate to have alumni working 
as leaders around the world in diverse fields that offer 
unique perspectives on issues related to public policy and 
administration.

Submitting to the Alumni Insights blog is a way for 
alumni to stay connected with engaging dialogue and 
offer experiential guidance on leadership development, 
management, topical policy concerns and other issues 
relevant to public service to current and prospective 
students. 

To date, the Glenn College has received blogs 
submissions from alumni sharing ideas on transportation, 
homelessness and modernizing the electric grid. Alumni are 
encouraged to share their perspectives. Consider writing a 
blog post. Submissions should be between 350 and 1,000 
words.

Not sure of what to write a blog about? Here are some 

topics we would love to have your insight on:
• Management best practices and tools
• Women in leadership
• Character-based/moral leadership
• Sharing your vision — getting others on board
• Community engagement
• Overcoming challenges in the workplace
• Promoting diversity in the workplace
• Leveraging stakeholders
• Process improvement successes
All accepted blogs will be posted to social media and on 

the Glenn College Alumni Insights webpage; one blog will 
be selected for publication in the Glenn College Alumni 
Newsletter each month and in Public Address twice a year.

Please note that a member of the Glenn College may 
reach out to you to work through revisions if needed. The 
responsibility for each post lies with the authors. The Glenn 
College reserves the right to remove, review or edit any 
content, at our own discretion.

For additional guidelines, published blogs and to submit 
an entry go to glenn.osu.edu/alumni/insights.

Alumni Society Launches Blog for 
Alumni to Share Views and Expertise

THE WRITE STUFF
Glenn College is 
looking for alumni 
contributors to write 
about a number of 
topics, including best 
practices, leadership 
and overcoming 
challenges in the 
workplace. 
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n ALUMNI SUPPORT

 
The John Glenn College of Public Affairs is 
fortunate to have loyal alumni and friends that 
want to give and give what they can right away. 
Chris Page, BA ‘16, came up with a unique 
way to celebrate a new beginning in honor of 
where it all began by creating an endowment to 
the college in lieu of wedding gifts at his recent 
marriage.

Page arrived at The Ohio State University 
with the idea that he might like to study 
pharmacy but was not feeling the continuity 
between his academics and personal drive. In 
hopes of bridging this gap, he joined The Ohio 
State University’s Student-Alumni Council and 
began hearing buzz about the Glenn College and 
its diverse academic programs.

 “I was always interested in history and rules 
and regulations; I just didn’t know how I was 
going incorporate this into my life’s work,” said 
Page. “It wasn’t until I learned about the Glenn 
College, and was captured by the idea of turning 
my passion into policy, that I could feel my 
academic and personal goals intersecting.”

After joining the Glenn College, he was 
instantly drawn to learning more about electoral 
reform, public interest law and progressive 
policy with a keen interest in voter rights and 
the right to vote. His undergraduate policy 
paper on the effect of voter turnout and 
gerrymandering on the fairness of election results 
and political representation in the Ohio House 
of Representatives received the Glenn College’s 
Outstanding Undergraduate Paper Award in 2016.

“When I was awarded the Outstanding 
Undergraduate Policy Paper Award, I really didn’t 
expect it. But, when I heard the speaker announce 
my name and describe my paper, in that moment, 
I felt like everything I had done at The Ohio State 
University finally came together. I had spent so 
much time working to help people engage in the 
university community, and my capstone paper, 
really, was about our need to focus on engaging 

more people in the political and democratic 
process. The uniting of my campus involvement 
and work at the Glenn College threaded it all 
together in that moment, and I’ll never forget it.”

Page is now a JD candidate at the University 
of Nebraska College of Law and credits his Glenn 
College education for helping him feel more 
engaged in his studies during his first year of law 
school. “The first year of law school is very dry, 
I feel like my knowledge of how policy truly 
effects people brings more human emotion to what 
I am studying. The Glenn College helped me to 
understand how it really affects people’s lives.”

Another life-changing benefit of his 
involvement with the Student-Alumni Council was 
meeting fellow council member Colin McGinnis. 
They discovered a passion for each other and 
a common interest in educational policy. The 
couple married in September of 2017. In lieu of 
wedding gifts, they asked their family and friends 
for donations to help launch their plan to create a 
Glenn College endowment fund.

“Our background made it easy to solidify 
creating the endowment,” said McGinnis. “Our 
vision is that one day they could have a school just 

dedicated to education policy. Our desire to give 
can be bridged by both of our backgrounds and 
really focus on K-12 policy. Our hope is that one 
day there will be a school with a dedicated focus 
on educational policy.” 

McGinnis received his bachelor’s degree from 
The Ohio State University in human development 
and family sciences with research distinction 
in teaching and learning. McGinnis is a scholar 
of education equity, education policy, student-
teacher relationships and implicit bias pursuing his 
doctorate degree at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln with a background in data and policy 
analysis and oversees the policy, advocacy and 
research efforts of Being Black at School.

“The biggest factor in our decision to give now 
was the opportunity to help build the legacy and 
reputation of Ohio State and the Glenn College. 
If the endowment is able to provide a student the 
opportunity to get involved in research especially 
at the undergraduate level or learn from leaders in 
the field like I was provided while at Ohio State it 
will all be worth it,” said McGinnis.

To learn how you can help support the Glenn 
College go to glenn.osu.edu/support.

 Chris 
    &
Colin
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1993
Beverley Laubert, MA 
’93, has been appointed 
interim director of the Ohio 
Department of Aging.

1994
Andrew Byer, MPA ‘94, 
is now vice president, 
compliance program 
manager, at PNC Bank.

1996
Kevin Sheen, MPA ’96, 
is now vice president of 
business development 
at Terra-Gen, LLC, a 
renewable energy 
company focused on 
developing, owning and 
operating utility-scale 
wind, solar and geothermal 
generation.

1997
Sarah Schantz-Ellis, MPA 
’97, is an associate vice 
president of customer 
insights and analytics for 
Nationwide Insurance.

1998
Suzzanne Reimold-
Freeze, MA ’98, is now 
serving as program 
director at the Institute 
for Community Inclusion 
at the University of 
Massachusetts, Boston.

2000
Tracy Najera, MPA ‘00/
PhD, was recently 
appointed to executive 
director at the Children’s 
Defense Fund of Ohio.

2006
Ben Weiner, MPA ’06, is 
serving as senior strategic 
planner at Victorian 
Planning Authority.

 
2007

Chris Adams, MPA ’07, has 
been promoted to director 
of student services and 
programs at the John 
Glenn College of Public 
Affairs.

Bryan Brumagen, MPA 
’07, has been appointed 
to the position of fire 
chief with the Mason Fire 
Department in March 2018. 
Bryan and his wife live in 
the Cincinnati area with 
their four children.

2008
Alex Heckman, PhD ’08, 
was elected to serve on the 
Westerville City Council.

Matt McQuade, MPA ‘08, 
has been selected as the 
Columbus Business First 
40 Under 40 honoree for 
2018. 

2009
Padmini Roy-Dixon, 
MPA ’09, was recently 
promoted to chief of the 
Business Services Division 
of the Ohio Development 
Services Agency.
 
Kevin Fath, WAIP ’09, 
has been promoted to 
agricultural development 
officer at USAID.

 
Lynn Slawsky, MPA ’09, 
has been appointed to the 
role of interim executive 
director at the National 
Association of Anorexia 
Nervosa and Associated 
Disorders.

Nicholas Starvaggi, 
MA ’09, recently 
started working as 
associate director of 
donor agreements and 
stewardship for Kent State 
University. 

2010
Jay Hunter, WAIP ‘10, has 
recently been promoted 
to product manager at CQ 
in Washington, D.C.

Amanda Kennedy, 
Dual MSW ’10, has a 
new position as lead 
international social 
worker/connecting 
families program 
coordinator at Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital.

Stephen White, MA/
JD ’10, is now the vice 
president of external 
affairs, strategic 
initiatives and business 
development, in-house 
counsel at COSI. 

2011
Juliana Hardymon, MPA 
’11, was recently appointed 
as finance director of 
United Way of Central 
Ohio.

n ALUMNI UPDATES
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n ALUMNI UPDATES

Sarah Montell, BA ’15, has 
been promoted to deputy 
political director for Friends 
of Sherrod Brown.
 
Justin Poole, MPA ’15, 
is working as a project 
performance manager at 
JobsOhio.

Justin Shaw, MA ’15, has 
been promoted to director 
of Jewish community 
relations at the Jewish 
Federation of Columbus.
 
Brittany Suyat, MPA 
’15, recently started at 
ConnXus as a software 
quality assurance tester.
 
Malory Thayer, MPA ’15, 
has been promoted to 
senior analyst at EMC 
Research Inc., specializing 
in polling, focus groups 
and public opinion 
research consulting.
 
Cody Vermillion, BA 
’15, has been promoted 
to senior consultant of 
philanthropy engagement 
at OhioHealth.
 
Adam Wefler, MA ’15, is 
working as an associate 
supply chain analyst at 
Abercrombie & Fitch.

Robin Wright, MPA ’15, 
now works as the policy 
manager at the ACLU of 
Ohio.

2014
Shanell Davis-Bryant, 
MPA ’14, recently started 
at Colliers International 
as the client services 
specialist.

Callan Eschenburg, MPA 
’14, works as a program 
manager for the Henry 
Ford College.

2015
Amber Ran Bi, MPA ‘15, 
is working as a bilingual 
reporter/editor at 
China Global Television 
Network (CGTN).
 
Ashley Bowman, MA 
’15, is now working as a 
health system specialist 
at the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs.

Natalie Davis, BA ‘15, 
just finished her 2-year 
commitment in Moldova 
with the Peace Corps 
and was accepted into 
the Fulbright program 
in Romania, teaching 
English at the West 
University of Timisoara.

Chad Ellwood, BA ’15/
MPA, just started as 
a research associate 
at the Climate Action 
Campaign.

Serena Finlay, BA ’15, 
has joined Friends of 
Sherrod Brown as their 
grassroots fundraising 
director.

Kyle Napi, WAIP ’11, was 
promoted to associate 
within the Defense and 
Intelligence Group at Booz 
Allen Hamilton.

2012
Melanie Cheng, MPA 
’12, now serves as the 
refugee officer for the 
Refugee Affairs Division of 
the Refugee, Asylum and 
International Operations 
Directorate of the U.S. 
Government.
 
Brandee Nemire, BA ’12, 
started off the new year 
by accepting a position at 
Arizona State University 
as coordinator of the 
ASU-Draper University 
Entrepreneurship Program.

2013
Aaron Clapper, BA ’13, 
is now serving as project 
manager at the Greater 
Ohio Policy Center.

Donovan Ingle, MPA ’13, 
is a national recruiter for 
Tailored Management.

Alexandra Vitale, MPA ’13, 
new budget analyst for the 
Ohio Legislative Service 
Commission.

Sean Wright, MA/JD ’13, 
recently left the federal 
election commission and is 
now working for Venable 
LLP as a political law 
associate.

  SPRING / SUMMER 2018 l JOHN GLENN COLLEGE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 29

Aariann Felix, BA ’16, 
was recently hired as a 
legislative aide at the 
Ohio Senate.

Joseph Randall Jenkins, 
MPA ’16, is the new staff 
attorney and director of 
public relations at Quasar 
Energy Group.

Kylie Labaroff, BA ‘16, 
has a new job at the 
Indianapolis Museum 
of Art as a database 
coordinator.

Devlin Prince, MA ’16, is 
now working as a program 
and research manager at 
Columbus Public Health.

Adam Schwiebert, MPA 
’16, is now serving as 
a policy analyst for the 
County Commissioners 
Association of Ohio.

2017
Charles Calhoun, MA 
’17, works as a museum 
educator at EdVenture 
Children’s Museum.

Melissa Faulkner, BA 
’17, has been appointed 
to serve as a young 
professionals board 
member for the Center 
for Science and Industry 
(COSI).

Kam King, MA ’17, is 
serving as an English 
language teacher in 
Korea.

Cam Williams, MPA 
’15, is serving as an HR 
consultant at People 
Objective.

2016
Neelam Azmat, MPA 
’16, was promoted to 
innovative intervention 
specialist at the Pakistan 
Poverty Alleviation Fund.

Josie Barga, BA ’16, is now 
serving as public liaison 
at the Office of Ohio 
Governor John Kasich.

Nicolle Britt, MPA ’16, 
is the Reach Out and 
Read coordinator for 
Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital.

Erik Clarke, MPA ’16, has 
accepted a new job with 
the State of Colorado as a 
senior budget analyst.

Jessie Crawford, MPA 
’16, is now the assistant 
director of alumni and 
constituent engagement 
for The Ohio State 
University College of 
Medicine.

Erin Kilkenny DeGiralomo, 
MPA ’16, recently 
transitioned to be a 
budget specialist for the 
City of Columbus.

Caroline Elbert, MPA ’16, 
is co-founder and board 
president of Columbus 
Collective Housing.

 Dan Purkeypyle, MPA ’17, 
is working as a consultant 
at Cardinal Health.
 
Chance Shannan, MPA ’17, 
has just been appointed 
finance coordinator for the 
City of Gahanna.

Ben Sullivan, MPA ’17, 
works now as a trainer 
coordinator for the 
American Institutes for 
Research.

Melissa Wasser, MA 
’17, is a law fellow at the 
American Constitution 
Society.

Robert Yaptangco, MA/
JD ’17, is the assistant 
prosecuting attorney for 
the Delaware County 
Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office.



Recently, the Glenn College hosted more than 270 attendees at the first ever Women of Power Networking 
Reception to recognize and celebrate the future of women’s leadership in Ohio and raise funds for the college’s 
Programs for Ohio Women Empowered to Represent (POWER).

The nonpartisan POWER programs include New Leadership Ohio, Ready to Run, POWER events and the POWER 
Commission.

To learn more, visit our website at glenn.osu.edu/power.
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